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ABSTRACT

The most direct method of determining the factors that contribute to
teaching success is to select a group of excellent teachers and a group of
poor teachers and then to endeavor to identify the teacher traits and in-
structional procedures that distinguish the successful teacher from the
unsuccessful ones. This method has been employed by Barr who found
significant differences for three traits and thirteen instructional procedures.
The score cards devised for rating teachers consist of phrases or other ex-
pressionsi that are intended to designate the significant characteristics of
classroom instruction. Hence, an analysis of teacher rating scales might
be expectﬁd to yield a consensus of opinion in regard to the more significant
factors of teaching success; but variations in phraseology make this ap-
proach of doubtful value. A more direct concensus of opinion relative to
teacher traits was secured by Charters and Waples in the Commonwealth
Teacher Training Study, completed in 1929. Their final list includes twen-
ty-five items ranked in order of importance with respect to five types of
schools. |

On t[tle basis of these investigations it appears that professional train-
ing, or rather the application of certain principles taught in professional
courses, and certain personal qualities are important causes of teaching
success. | The evidence with respect to academic training and general in-
telligence probably should be considered negative.

There are also a number of correlation studies which should be con-
sidered with respect to the identification of the factors that contribute to
teaching} success. The correlations between intelligence test scores and
measures of teaching success are low, several of them being approximately
zero. These findings have been interpreted as meaning that general in-
telligence makes a very minor or even a negligible contribution to the
quality of teaching. This interpretation probably is not justified. It is not
unlikely that the low correlations are due largely to poor measures of
teaching‘ success. Furthermore, the range of intelligence in these studies
is limited to that of college or normal school graduates who become teachers.
This selection of the population with reference to intelligence results in
“partialling out” a large portion of its influence. Hence the calculated co-
efficient of correlation is for only the portion of intelligence in excess of
the minimum of the group. Since the data are for graduates of teacher
training | institutions who secured positions as teachers, this minimum ap-
proximates the mean of adult intelligence. Consequently, the factor dealt
with should be labeled “intelligence in excess of the mean adult level.” It
is not unreasonable that the contribution of this factor should be relatively
small for teaching below the college level. The total centribution of in-
telligence, both direct and indirect, is undoubtedly much larger. ‘When we
considerfeorrelation studies of professional training and academic achieve-
ment it is necessary to bear in mind that measures of these factors probably
include general intelligence as a large element. When allowance is made
for this the correlation studies indicate that professional training makes a
relatively large contribution to teaching success. The evidence with refer-
ence to academic training indicates that its contribution is somewhat less
than that of professional training. The investigations examined relate
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to teachers below the college level and for such teachers a possible ex-
planation is that the subjects which a student pursues during his course
of training are not very closely related to those that he teaches. Hence,
it is not unreasonable that knowledge of subject matter resulting from
advanced study in a teaching field makes a minor contribution to teaching
success in the elementary school or even in the high school.
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