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THE ARCHAEOQLOGY OF WILL COUNTY

BY
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ABSTRACT

Wlll county, in northeastern Illineis, may be placed by reference to its
county $eat Joliet. Our knowledge of the archaecology of Will county is
confinedi largely to the western portion, wherve the Desplaines, Dulage,
and Kankakee rivers unite to form the llinois. TIn this limited area we
find one| of the most important gronp of archaeological sites in Illinois.

Outt knowledge of this area iz due almost entirely to the efforts of Mr.
George ]Langford, supplemented by the work of the University of Chiergo
archacological survey. This survey has revealed approximately thiriy
mounds |and about twenty-five camp or village sites. Excavation of three
gites hals yielded results which are significant in determining a relative
chronohEy for northern IMinois. This paper is concerned primarily with a
brief analysis of these three sites in terms of their interrelations with cne
ancthery both eultural and chronological, plus seme indication of their eunl-
tural affiliations.

At |the Kankakee River refvse site, located on the north bank of
Kankukee River a short distance above its junction with the Desplaines,
Mr. Langford found surface indications of three “cultures” whieh were
distingufshable in regard to content and geographical distribution: (1) A
“culture!’ characterized by large notched or stemmed projeetile points and
grit-tempered pottery; not lecalized on thiz site bnt widespread in region.
(2Y A feulture” characterized by small triangular projectile points ac-
companipd by both shell- and grit-tempered potsherds, the latter predomin-
ating; sharply localized on this site. (3) A “culture” represzented by a
small mlound containing disintegrated burialz associated with shell-tem-
pered pditery having a charaecteristic “trailed” decoration. The significance
of this gite did not become clear until the investigation of the Fisher site
by Mr. llangford.

Thel Fisher site?, on the south bank of Desplaines River about a mile
above the INineis, congisty of two large mounds and several smaller ones,
surronnged by zbout filty “sancer-like” depressions containing fire-hearths,
camp rdgfuse, and storage pils. About six hundred skeletons have heen
removed| from this site. The significance of the site, however, doeg not lie
in its size but in the information which it furnishes in regard to culture-
complexes and chronolegy. While several important preblems are as yet
unzolved, it iz clear that there are three levels of occupaney in the two
larger mounds as indicated by mound stratification, physical type, mode
of hurial, and associated artifacts. These three levels may be summarized
as Tollows:

{1) The lower level contained dolicocephalic flexed burials oceurring
deep in [the underlying glacial gravel and accompanied by praetieally no
ariifacty. These burials seem fo represent a rather ancient period since
all sipgng of intrusion have disappeared.
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(2); The middle level is represented by two zones which are associated
with the mounds proper. The lower zone is characterized by brachy-
cephalid, extended burials accompanied by shell-tempered potiery having a
characteristie “trailed” decoration. This pottery is also found in the sur-
rounding pits associated with autler harpoon heads, worked antler tips, and
a few crude flints. The upper zone contained extended brachycephalic
skelletons associated with grit-tempered pottery with a barklike decoration,
a rich pone culture, stone celis, triangular projectile points, and a few
copper ¢elts, beads, and flat ear-digks.

(3)) The apper level contained brachyeephalic burizls partially flexed
on their sides, stemmed or notched prejectile points, long stone celts, un-
decorated grit-tempered pottery, and a few small shell-tempered pots with
knobbed sheoulders. One or two child burials in this level contained post-
Europegn artifucts.

Omnithe bagis of cultural similarity, the materials found in the smaller
mounds|and depressions (house-pitz} may be alloeated to the above levels.
Likewise it is possible to correlate the material found at the Kankakee
River réfuse site with these levels, the first mentioned “culture” belonging
to Fishdr’s upper level and the second and third “cultures” with the upper
and lower zones, respectively, of the middle level at Fisher's.

The Adler site® consists of a group of eight low mounds extending
along the right bank of Desplaines River a short distance below Jolist., In
these mounds were found rectangular burial pits eontaining extended
burials and secondary bundle-burialy with 2 wide range of head forms. The
associated artifacts consisted of a “Hopewell” type of pottery, a platform
pipe of Ohic pipestone, pointed bone awls, a bone covered with sheet mica,
a turtle| earapace, a few bone tubes, and some notched projectile points. A
few burfals showed signs of red ochre. Intrusive into ons mound, over the
central |ehamber, were three extended burinls asseciated with a shell-
tempered pot. Intrusive into another mound was an extended burial with
a brass buckle of European manufacture.

Thd primary Adler “culture”, which shows certain affinities with Hope-
well and Adena, iz not vepresented at the Fisher site but the intrusive
burials may be duplicated in the middle and upper levels, respectively. From
a cultugal standpoint there is at present no basis for placing the Adler
“culture” in reference to the lower level at Fisher’s. On the basis of
physieal type and mode of burial, however, it iz likely that the Fisher lower
level burials are the older.

On tthe basis of these sites it is possible to offer a relative chronology
for the [‘enltures” of this region which attaches to the historic period and
extends to & rather early period ('fable 1). It is important that this out-
line shonld be filled in and its wider affiliations determined. Certain of
these wider affiliations are suggested on the accompanying chart.

Although this report hus mercly summarized the available material,
much of| which is still in manusecript, it has perhaps shown the importance
of stratified sites in correlating enlturves chronologically. It is fortunate
for Illinpis archaecclogy that these sites have been exeavated so as to yield
this information. :

* Raged on nupubiished anaterinl on the exeavation of the Adler mounds by &
Langlordiund the Universily of Chicago Archacologionl Suarvey. :
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