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PHYSICS BOOKS OF HISTORICAL INTERDBST IN TH
COLLEGESR OF JLLIKOTS
LY
CLakFNCE R, SiTrH
;'.'LT,L?;!J?‘!I Coliegs, Agrovd, ittinaols

‘The writer of this paper bas been prompied to his theme by twe expe-
rionces which came to his aitention and by an experience of his own, ali
having fo do with the re2onreds af small college libraries in the line of oid
boalks. 'The personal expericnce was o find in the dead storage of the library
of the coliege of hiz own employ, a0 old leaiher bound volume hearing on i
huck tho simple title, “Newion's Chronalog”” This hoolp was stacked acong
other old theological bocks, and had beon overlocked by mary persons of
thenlogical ihierests who apparently did not stop to think that the writer
of #hiz volume might have been, of far greater fane 1 oiher fields, Pergons
of seientific bent who lad paszed by this simple tifle prebably did noi codl-
aider that & wreiter of a book on. thoological matiers conld actnally be the
creat “Siv Isanc” himseld, The bonk was published in Dublin in 1728, How
it came inte owr posscssion is a nmystery except that it Acubtless was in some
mie ot olher of 1he numerous private goliections which have heen presented
to lhe coliegs thronghout . the years ol it higtory. The book is now in -
careful Lkceping and not classified among our resoUTCes in theology but 4
prized possession of our depaitment of physics.

The ordinary college seems to be in a pesilion abmost ypigue for the
collection of old books. The Peirlooms trom wmany a book jover fall into the
hands of desceundanis wio have other tastes. What mo™e kindly disposition
cold be made of iho books thun to give them to tha college which has
alveady adveriised the Jimitations of ils library and its needs for help?

It sesmed to be a worth while gxperinent to ctoose a field-—in this cas:
physics—and tabulate tho resources of the various colleges of 1incls as o
nhooks of higtnrical interest, The three larger universitics of the Btate wors
not ineluded since their resouvees would naturaliy be large antd it was
expecicd ihat they might obsoure the malin purpose of tbe project; namely,
0 OTEANiZe vesnurees not eommonly recognized.  To ol the other inslitutions
riving college degrees, 4 letter wis wrilten expluining the project and recuest-
ing them to serd 1isis of tleiv books in physics publishied provious te 1483
and writien in Linglish. .

The list finally compiled includes 121 iitles and vepresenis ihe replies
of sixteen colleges. Among the colleges which faited to respond, the largey
institutions wore mosl OUMETHUS, prohably (e to the larger amount of lahor
required to examine their more extensive colloctions. It is hoped thai this
repolt may serve to stimulate interesi that will later lead Lo more extensive
arganizalion of this kibd not only in physics buf in other felds.

INork-—Mimeographed copies of the borok list may be obtained gratis Erong
the author.



