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THE LAKD TTILIZATION OF TOWANDA TOWNSHIE
McoLEAN COUNTY, [LLINOTS
il
ManGarer Means
Bloominglon, Iénois

Towanda Towaship is located in the central part of Mel.ean Couanty,
Hlinvis. 1% ig 4 congressional township, six miles sguare, The frst setilers
came between 1840 and IXE0. The eavly ovcupations were typical of other
agricultural comrmunitics of the open prairies. The frst getilemconts were
mads ia the groves whero fiel, water, ghade and shelter woere found,

Qattle raising wag inbroduced in the Arst decade of seitiement. Aftar
the Civil War & more scienlific agriculture was introduced, including a
rofation of crops, egpecially corn, oals and wheat, and livestock production,
including hogs, eallle and sheep.

The topography of Towsnda Township ix that of o gently rolling prairie
with very 1itlle variation of reliet, brought shont mainly by the Tormation
of glucial mordaines and gtream crosion.  The main drainage svsiem is that
of Money Croclz,

Soils ave largaly loessial in choracter. The wpand praivie acils compriaze
aboat 86 per cent of the ared. They are rich in organic matier and were
covered originally with wild prairvie grasgses.

The niative vegetation consisis of forest and grasslunds. The forests
covered but a smail porion of the total area and weve found mainty along
the stroam valleys, Aluch of the prairie land wag wel and marshy with
coarge high grass. On ihe uplands: the grass wag shorvt ard wiry,

The elimnate iz continental in characler with cold -vinters and warm
swinmers., The growing zeazon is approwimalely 173 days  The precipitation
averages 37.41 inches per yeav, well digteibuled for the growing of crops.

The early settlers of Towanda Township camne from Indiana, Ohio, Vi
ginia and Kentucky., SBeftlements wore fust mede along the gireams and
ithen on the open prairie. The population is almast catirely native born and
hag been chicfly raral gince lhe first settlement o the piesent time.

Twa raflroads cross e township and execllent concraie hiphways cross
various pacls of the area.

The city of Bloomington furnishes a good loecal mariel for agricaltural
and dairy products while Chicagze is Lhe chief grain and lLog market.

At the present Lime corn occipies a8 to 80 per cenl of the cultivated
areax with oats, hay, barley, soybeans and wheat cecupying the remaining
RCPENDE,

There were 126 Tarmg in Tewanda Townshin in 1928 with an avorage
size of 184 acres. AL the present time there iz no woodiand whatever in the
township; 81.4 per cenl is in crops, and 186 por cent s i pasture,

Farm facililies such as tractors, telephoncs, antomobiles, furnaces, rading
and running water, are comtnon throngnoul the township. The farm homes
ares woil hirill and well kept. The rural sehools ave better than the average.

The aubmal distribution shows et hogs are becom hg important, that
caltle feeding is not profitable, that sheep show  notable increase, that the
work oeually done by horses and mules Is being carviel. on by machinory,
and that poultry raising is imporiand.

A large perceniage of the land iz still held by descendants of Lhe original
ownels,  The Farvisteads are attractive and well enuipped.

Towands Township is a typical well developed region off {he Corn Boit
and it reprazeritz a well-to-do community in the open country.




