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TITE APPLE INDUSTRY OF CALTOUN COUNTY
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“alhoun County, located in western T1linois, has achioved an ouistanding
pogition among the counties of the state in the production of apples. The
county ap present (1933) produces approyimately a third of the comiaercial
apple crop of the siate The average anbuaal commereial apple crop in the
county fov Lhe past eloven years lhus beon anpproximately 422 000 barrels.
1n 1930 it execceded 600,001 barrels.

Sipnificant changes in the marketing of Calhoun County’s immense
crop of apples have COmLE abowt within the past decade. Chief among thesc
changZes a1 the imprnvement of fueilities [ov transporting the apples to
market, the rise of Chieago ag o MAajor market semparable witli at., Louls,
the advent ol the itigervant rucker, and ibe improvement of tueilitics for Lhe
wholegaling of apples by comrnission firms in S Louis.

Nearly all of the county's apples prior to 1925 werc earried to the Bt.

Lowis markes or to railway ioading poinls by viver craft.  Since 1831 uone
have been carried by this method,  Improvernernl of railway facilities and
highwaye, the congiruetion of a vehicle bridgo across the IUlinpis River at
Hardin in 1931, and the inereasaed use of the motor truck have heen Lhe majoer
adjustments which eliminared river cvaft ag a means fur transporting the
appled, :
The necd for betrer facilities than viver eraft afforded hecamsa acuie with
the over increasing velume of apples ghipped from the county afler 1910 and
150 by & demand on the patt of apple huyers for o hetter quality of producs.
Ths fmprovement of rail facilities in 19824 ageomplizhed by the extengion of
. branch of the Alton Railroad from Titns to Hast Hurdin nshered in a new
erp fur the apple shippers of Cathoun Counly, The puilding of this railroad
‘was the principal faclor in making Chicago a major market for Calhoun
County applos comparable with St Louis.

The moelor truclk has becoms a major meams of transporting the apple
crop to Lhe market cenfers within the past several yewrs, maiuly bocause
of the improvoement of 11linois highways. The use of the motor trock is a
digginct advantage to the industiy.

In the summer of 1922 the facilities frr Lthe wholesaling ot apples by
Sr. Louwis commission firms were greaily improved through the ecstablish-
ment of the 8l Louis Apple Hxchango. The exchalige was argarized for the
purpose of combining the reccipts of applos in one central location in order
in serve the interests ol the grower, shipper, a1 buyoel.

Although the previously described changes have meant an improvement
in the former inefficient melhods of mavketing the apples, thers ate a UM~
ner of problomms remaining to be solved bhefore Calhoun County can ke gaid
to have a really effiviont system: of marketing, The problemns ave concorned
with an expecled large increase in production within the next decude,
siandardization, of pack, auceessinl advertiging, development. of the hy-product
ipdugtry, improvement of roads within the county, aand the development of
o wnecegsful conperative markeiing organization to help solve the problems
contected with the before mentionad factors,

tData from 1llincis Stale Diepapiment of Agricallure,



