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PROBLEMS OF LAND UTTLIEZATION IN
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
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Antrim County iz stluatod on the east shore of (mrand Froverse Bay,
whieh ig an arm of Laka Michigan localed in the narthwezsiern purt of the
Irwer peninsala of Michigun,

The topographic fealures of Antrim County, glacial in origin, may be
clagsified inlo four physicgraphic provinees: {1) The lake benches aud
vailey Hats which hordor the inlund iakes and extend iitto the intoricr val-
leys; () ithe roliing uplands, or rolling hills that oeey py¥ the high arcag of
the wesiorn townships: (%) the billy uplands, which are tha hizh recessiong!
mors nes of the central tovwnskips; and (4) the high plains, which are the
burren outwash piaing of the sonlheastern townshins,

Anlrim County was originally covered with excellenl sands of hardwood
forest along with a liflle white pine, The westorn part cf ths county nag
Lheen aleared for uhoot eighty years and is now Tarmland of relatively zond
qualicy.

The central and eastern barts of the county have boen cleared of virgin
tiber and are now covared with a denge second srowth of hurdgwond, 'These
sections are poorly guited for agricewlinre but ihe sscond growin shonid be
of value when matnre,

Tha matutactoring indasiry hag practically ceased to exist with the
dszline of the lymhber induglry,  Gne large lumber, iron, 4nd chemmical plant
is now in nperatiarn.

Reerealion has hecome of major fmportance in Azutrim County, where
a aplendid chain of lakes, nunerong sireams, large forested arsas, a favor
able smmmer climate, and ready gccess glve this area uwnusmal advantages,
While resart developmenti is fairly extensive aleng some of the lakes, no iake
has approachad ifs notential developwent, Hualing i appareitly the one
ase for which Lho wastelands of the soufheuatern townships sre suiishle.
The velue of these lands For recrestion will be increascd when they are
betler stocled wiiiy zame, and when the fire hazard is reduced,

Mrueh of the srea of Antrim County whiel formerly was utilived for
mmibering or other industrial purposes is now uiilized for -ecreation, The
losg of population following the exhaustion of the forest rowonrces js rade
up in pari by the annua] influx of {ourists and resoriers during the summor,
Ferms which onee supnlied forest and industrial workers with food products,
YW SUpply subuuer visitors with fresh garden, orchard, dairy, snd poultry
produers, thusg sapplementing the ihceme from erops. Taxes paid by awners
of summer homes make wp in pasct for the taxes oneceo paid hy induslry. The
probien: of land ntilization, arising Ivom the lnse of the most important re.
source of the county, Lhe Torests, may he met, in part, by the tevelopiuent
of the recresational regourees along with gpecinlivation of agriculture ty meet
the particuiar demands,



