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ABSTRACT

Al the bepinuing of the practice of hauling eoal from mines by truck,
direet to congumers in St Louis, the general trucking rate was $2.00 per ton.
At thiz rate the railroads were not hothered or cven concerned, as it made
nn inroads npon their tonnage, 30 to sprak, but the individual tricker soon
discovered that this rate would apable him not only & fair profii on the
hani, but it also cpened 1P an easy avenue Far him to get inte the coal husi
news at o nominal cost regardless of the egquipment he had; he adveriised by
telephone number, carried no stock on hand, securing his eoal from nearby
mines in Tlineis and delivering direct tn the consumer in quaniities of £1011
1 t¢ 8 tous at a very low figure, nuch legs than the ruil vate that dealers
with wards and railroad switches toust pay. FHegular dealers must and do
nave to take care of public demands under any and all conditions while these
imdividual truckers, somefimes called “Snow Birds”, meet none2 of these
ohligations or requiremeants. They Lecame so numerous that at the nresent
finie more than 1,200 are engaged in this particutar itne of transportation
of coal info St Lonis,

While there is no means of acourately checking the total moveraent of
coal al both sides of the Mississippl Fiver, it is estimated thai 3% of the
total truck coal goes to poirts ‘on the east zide such ag East St Louis,
Madison, Granite City, efe. Due to the Tact that Fagt side cities are clossr
te the mine a relatively lavger amont per capita of truck coal goes o these
communities. This egtimafe of 1 of the truck fonnage to Kast side cos-
munities and 3% to 8t Louis, Mo, is arrived at after consultation with a
armber of large truck mines who agree, after sn analvsis of their records,
that this division is approximately sorrect. Tt ig thervefore apparcot thai the
iotal trnek movement and coaseqient losi of rail tonnage is approximataly
as follows, during the pericd nunder obgervation in this analysis

| imanage welnally checked as

‘soming acrose Hree Pridge to 36 /3 estimatled Total
A matod e 58 of a8 poing to East estimared
Tl movement. side commanilics.| movemant.
Tab. 9-10724 hours) | 028 l 12,982
eb. 10-11 0 hour 5,218 | 12,857
I'e 1- {16 houwra) 4,200 ° 12,618
Hob. 2. {12 hours) i | i .5
¥eb, 13-14 (24 hours! 4,206 ‘ 12,760
Fob, 14-15 (34 hours).... ERU T 11, 7ha
Total coomoee oo | 22,559 | 07,877

wrom the above it is apparent that the total truck movement during Eais
five day perind was approximately 67,677 tons, whicl was logt 1o the railroad,
ard is the cquivalent of 1504 forty-five ton cars.
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The above gives a very accuraie pletura of how trucking is increasing
to Bt Louis, Missourl "The Free Bridge has been checied more 01 less
pericdically for the lasf eighteon months, » Bach check reveals a material
inereage over all preceding  cheeks, The chock made in November and
Decembar showed a peak movement of:sliéhtly over 6,000 tons a day. This
check shows an increase over any preceding check of from 8 minimum of
20 per cent to & maximium of 70 per c_tmt increase. It explodes completely
the Idea that irueks cannot succegstully operate in had weather. The first
day of this check it was 2 below zZera, oue of the coldest davs it recent OO rs,
and there was a larss quantity of snow and fce on the roads,

The year 1534 is the last ¥ear in which accurate Deares of the iruek
coul loadings, St Cialr and Madizon County, Tilineis, are available. During
1830 slightly over 900,006 tons were JToaded into trucls. Mrom the above
figures, it will be seen thai in a good week irurk loadings now are running
close to 90,000 tons & week total
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