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Conservation of the Wild Flowers of Illinois

Harry W. Mauntel  ° :
Mendota Township High School, Mendota, THnois .

Nature's garden has been rained and in many cases destroyed by mun
who stands bewildered as he realizes the true sliuation, wondering how to
repair the damage, Many meetings are planned, lectures given, and evon
Legislative interests are aromsed, but Httle actual work iz done about re-
plenishing and:- remaking the despoiled wondlands., We in America muat .
take a cue from our friends across the Atlantic and restore the beaniies of
nature in the form of natural forests (not artificial parks), wild open
prairies, and in fact in every nook which can not be classed as productive
agricultural land. This wnproductive Iand could again be made to give to
fnture generations some of its original glories.

e should start in the home, school, and community to educate the peo-
ple to the beanties of nature and the healthful outdoor life. . True it is today
ag In vears gone by, many individuals lack understanding and interest in the
fast dizappearing native wild flowers, Nevertheless much interest has been
aroused and & movement is on foot for the reforestation of many acres of
wasle and unproductive laid, 80 why not incorporate in {hiz plan 4 program
of wild flower conservation. : :

Each year in Illincis, as in other states, when spring arrives the roads
are crowded with the fraveling public on their way to the scatiered wood-
jands and groves to malke a wholegale vaid on the few remaining patches of
. wild flowers. The hepatica Hepatica trilobn, prillium Tritfium grandifloriti
lady - stipper Cyprepedivm parriiorw,  bloodroot Sanguineric  conadensis,
bluebell Maortensie virginice. white adders longue Ophinglossum VUIGEIHMT,
dutchman’s breeches Ricueulla cueullaria, as well as the common viclet will
goon suifer extermination if this thoughtless destruction of wild flowers con-
finues. Most of the wild flowers are 50 delicate that within a few hours they
" are wilted and witherad and as a result are consigned to the roadside or ash
heap, the heauty of the woodland faded. The same fg true of our mative
trees and whrubs such as the red bud Qercis canadensis, dogwond Crornus
floride, and wild crab Prunus seronting, which heing defaced, soon die.

1f we must have these nalive wild flowers in our yard or gardem, let us
make o careful study of the habitat of each flower and then gelect with a
gclentific plan the desirable environment for each particnlar plant in the new
gurroundings. For example, we know that the heavy tubercus voots of the )
blondroot Ranguintria cenedensis can be readily transplanfed into a shady
noeok in the wild fower garden. This is also true of the trillinm Prillinwm
grondifioram and T. sessile and the jack-in-the-pulpit Ariseema triphyllum.

Illinois has passed some leglstation protecting a few of tho wild flowers
that are becoming rare in some localities. This act, approved June 21, 1523,
protects the bloodroot Sanguineie canedensis, lady slipper Cyprepedinm
parviforum  and O, hirsulum, columbine Aquilegie conadensts, trilllum
Tritlinm grandiffiorum and T. sessile, lotus Welumbe Iuten, and Gendigna
crinite and G. apdrewsit,. With the passage of thig act, Illincis became the
second mtate in the Union to pass a law proteeting her plant resources,

Through the splendid organization, The Wild Flower Pregetvation So-
clety {Illinois Chapter) much valuable work has been accomplished in
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" getting the people of our State. acquainted with the native wild flowers, what
flowers to proteet, and how to protect the rare wild flowers! Much intereat
could be aroused regarding the congervation of native flowers If there could
be organized a definjte program of conservation, Various societies or or-
ganizations (Woman's club, Kiwanis, Ameriean Legion) could carry on this
work through posters, interesting lectures, exhibits, and commnnity gath-
erings as has heen done in other states. In the District of Columbia n cam-
palgn was made o save the dogwood? Posters and pleas were disseminated
through the following agencies: Theater owners, street ears, florists, mer-
chants, Boy Seouts, Girl Scouts, and newspapers. The vesuliy were excellont
and the dozwood, so common and natural to that section of America, was
gaved for future generations because the public was aroused, and therein lies
our gtrength. : S T

Following are certain rules regarding the picking of wild fHowerg which
could be uged on posters or in leaflets for the education of the public: In
‘picking flowers let us remember (1) That what we have picked and carried
away can no longer be enjoved by anyone else in the place which they
made beautiful; (2} that although it is tempting to pick a place eloan of
every wild fower, most of them will ‘probably be withered before we resch
hame; (2} that, most important, there will not be encugh fowers ieft in the
piace to go to seed and make it peantiful again next year®

Other educational information may be used on posters; the following
has been used in Iliinois to edueate iis citizens: C

Here Us S8ave THE Wren Frowrss'

-~ The trillinm, lady's slipper, gentian, bloodroot, columbineg, lotus,

and many of our lovliest wild flowars are fast disappearing from Illinois.

Do not pick them--picking flowers destroys their seed. Leave them to

geautify the earth, Be g lover, be am enjoyer, be a protector of wild

OWers, :

We must eniist the aid of the achools of our State in eonservation,
ereating an interest among the teachers and students in Nature's gifts so
that this movement will he carried into the future. Inieresting lectures,
Desters, and visual education will implant in the receptive minds of students
the proper respect, admiration, and knowladge pertaining to Nature and her
ways. 'The student should be breught into actual contact with nature
threngh figld trips conducted by experienced feachers or nature lovers who
demonstrate congervation by being gatisfied with a few plant specimens and
4o not molest the rare specimens at all. They should be taught to study the’
plants in their natural anvironments vather than to pull them up or pick
and take them hack to the laboratory. If these sugeestions were carried out
in our schools and communities there would be little danger of some wild
flowers becoming extinet and others so rare, and our new forest sanctuaries
and fow remaining prairies would again blosrom forth n the glories of
nature as in the past, .

1A Ist, with rules for picking of the wild flowers in Ilinals, hag been prépared
by the Wild MWlower Preservation Society of Ilinois for digtribution to the ecitizens
of this State, ) : .

2 Nature Maguzine, April, 1825, p. 249, : -

% Boclety for the rotectlon of Native Plants, Suggestions about Wild Flowers.

Leailet No, 38, 1918, '
*Wild Flower Preservation Hociety, Illlnois Chapter, Chicago, IIL
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