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When the first textbork wad published on the subject of American his-
tory, abput the year 1776, a large proportionate gmount of space Was devoted
to the American Indian. As time went on, less and less space Was devoted
to- Indian history nniil about wo decades ago, when we reached a point
“where this tople hsad peen almost entirely dropped except for incidental

© gnention.

In the latter part of the nineteenth centuty the authorities on the teach-
ing of American History in the: elementary and secondary schools, laid down
the principle thai in choosing the curriculumt for these schools we should
admit only such historical material 8s helonged to the stream of history to
which we owe¢ our eivillzation; namely, that flowing via Northerp Africa,
Western Asia, Greece, Rome and Western HEurope. Fov the reason that he
nad not contributed to our lineags or .oul cylture, the American Indian was
to be dropped. :

But there is coming into being a changing viewpoint as regpards the -
fgnction of the Tndian in American higtory. From heing aeenstomed to
repard him &8 an extinguished enemy, of interest only a3 a museum speci-
inen, many have come to consider him as an important factor, in the develop-
ment of our modern culture. . :

The problem.—Suppose that (tolumbus had found the American com.
finent & land never yet peopled hy any race. What difference would that
circumstance have made in the exploration and development of the country?
Whai differences would. be in our modern culture? Have the inventions,
geographical wnowledge, agricultuve, and wonderaft of the Indian bheen 2
pogitive factor in atiaining to our prezent stage of culiure?

The North American continent——The North American Continent is 2
region of vast distgnces. Ina north and south direction, it stretches from
the tropics to the aretics. Great mountain barriers risa cloge to the eastern
coast. The greafest river system: and the largest fresh water lakes to be
" found anywhere Hupon the face of the earth care. tor the drainage of the
jmterior, The colonists had to confront the problem of an jndigenous food
supply. To face the problem of conquering =0 remote end so vast a com
tinent entirely without intelligent gaidance wonld have been the severest
test of the stamina of any people. ' _

Friend and guide.—The colonists who sought our ghores were not trained
in woodcraft, put came from various motives. dome were religious or
polltical radieals who came to escape persecution; gomMe wera indentured
servatits; BOIle were iand speculators; some had been prisoners for debt;
some were gold seelers. It wag mot a particularly well choser. group from
which to select men to COpe with the problems of the pioneer. How rapldly
would such people have congquered {hese natural obstacles withowt the ready
trained skill of the friendly aborigines? We must not forget, that in the
majority of cases the success of the exploring expeditions was largely due -
to Indian guides. Their knowledge of ihe geography of the continent was
acquired by long lourneys ox spving expeditions and by oral reports of other
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tribes. The red nan was not exactly g Btay-at-home a8 the wars hetween the
Iroquois and the INlin! benr witness,  In. their century-long guest for g buag-
#age to the South Sea, the explorers of the euastern coast were told 1'ejpeated1y
of & great water to the west. From letters Which reached England from
Virginia in 1648 we learn. that Indian rumors had already come {o governor
Berkeley coficerning the lang beyond the mountaing, of the great viver

Indian guides made possibls the marvelons chaln of discovery by which
the French linked the Gulf of 8t Lawrence with the Gulf of Mexico, They
made possible the dizéovery by the Virginians of the upper waters of the
Ohio Valiey and the basing of Enrgland’s claim on the basis of prior
discovery, : ) .

In 1687 LaSalle having failed In iy effort to enlonize Louisiana found-
himself in his last extremity of suffering and wani. Pailure to locate Lhe
mouth of the Misslssinpi, nutinies, shipwreck, hunger and diseaso dofeated
the great leader but ecogld riot ‘break his irom wiil, With 'a party of geven-
teen men, using Indian guides, he get oyt overland for Quebec, Two months
later he was murdered by mutingesrs from hig own party on the banks of
the Trinity. Indian guldes, sconts and soldiers have fought side by side
Wwith the soldiers of the United Colonies and Stateg in every War from the
War of the Revolution to the World War.

Indian money a factor in New England civilization.—-_Another way in
which the Indians of the coast contribuied to the welfare of the eslonists
wag by furnishing them with a‘currency; this stimulug wag Indian wampum,

The unit of value first uaed amonz the natives was the cubit. It nn
doubt originated from the bandy schenia of seizing the wampum belt in the

knuekls of the 1itile finger, running it. down the forearm to the boint of the

elbow, and there soizing it as a mark, Thig mark was then lifted to the
knuekle and the brocess repeated at will, ' ' .

’ The debt of language and htarature,-_'_[‘wenty-four of- our States bear
Indian names, Bot it is not for geographical hames alone that oyr language
Is indebted to the Indian, We use g large number of other words in oyr.
English-American speech whose Indian origin we never suspect, Tahulationg
show that we use about five hondred words of this kind, algo many popular

~ bhrases and expressions are of Tadian origin, TLiterature hag been enricheqd
“by Indian Iegends and stories, such as Longfellow’s "Hiawatha” and Alonzn

de Trellla’s “La Araucans”, _ : . : :
In time of war, officers of the opposing armies are conslantly trying to
devise cipher codes whith will deceive each other. Yef during the World

War the German intelligence officers captured many Ameriean mmessages

. which they eould not decipher: After the close of the War the secret was let

out, The Ameriean MBSERERS Were written in the Choctaw Indian language
—and ithe Germans did not know that stch & language exigtod.
THe debt of the arts and sciefices.—To the Indigns we owe our introduc-

‘tion to o knowledge of gums and resins, valuable timbers and many usefui

Indlan doetors taught the eolonists the use of many valuable medicinal
herbs and other members of the forest pharmacopeia,
The debt for g hation's food— Bofora the coming of the white man tho

‘Indian had developed corn op maize into practically its presemt form. fhe

effect corn bhad on colonis]. development, the westward movement, the live -
stocl industry, the building of cities and railroads, in winning the Civil and
World wars are topies too large o disetizy in g paper of this lengih,

The conelision a5 10 the CNOTILY of our debi to the Indian for Eriendly
guidariee, for pioneer currency, for useful inventions, our vocabulary, our
knowledgs of the arts andg Beiences, and for the nation’s foad supply iz so
obvious as to need no further proof, ' . '
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