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EDUCATIONAL PLANS OF ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS IN RELATION TO FINANCIAL
SITUATION AND ACADEMIC APTITUDE

DON THOMANN
University of Illinois, Urbana

This report is concerned with the
plans of Illinois high school juniors
and seniors to continue their formal
education beyond the high school
level ; with their ability, both scho-
lastic and financial, to make these
plans effective; and with the impli-
cations which arise out of the find-
ings, both for our public educational
system and for society at large.

The data for this study were col-
lected by the High School Testing
Bureau at the University of Illinois,
which each year directs the Illinois
statewide testing program. The
data include: first, the information
supplied by the juniors and seniors
themselves concerning their plans
for continuing formal education be-
yond the high school level ; second,
the report which the high school
principal makes on each student
concerning his scholastic promise
and his financial ability to continue
education after high school gradua-
tion; and, third, the scores which
each student makes on the American
Couneil on Eduecation psychological
examination. This test is primarily
a measure of scholastic aptitude and
is often used for guidance purposes
in appraising the student’s likeli-
hood of success at the college level.
It might be noted here that students’
plans to continue formal education
beyond the secondary school include
plans for attending business college,
vocational and trade schools, the

Junior college, or other types of edu-
cational institutions as well as the
standard four-year college and uni-
versity.

Almost two thirds of the public
and private high schools in TIllinois,
exclusive of the publie schools in
Chicago, participate in the Illinois
statewide testing program. Most
high schools test at the junior level,
so that data on well over 30,000
Jjunior students are available each
year. The Bureau also receives data
each year on approximately 8,000
senior students. It is these juniors
and seniors, or representative groups
of them, on which the figures in the
present report are based.

STUDENTS’ PLANS

Of the high school juniors who
participated in the statewide testing
program during the current year,
approximately 2,000 were selected
on a stratified sampling basis as rep-
resentative of the total group. The
responses of these students show
that approximately 66 percent have
plans for continuing education be-
vond the high school level. Thirty-
three percent do not plan to seek
further eduecation, while about 1
percent are undecided. A break-
down by sex shows no statistically
significant difference in these figures
and would indicate that sex is not
an important factor in determining
whether a student will plan to con-
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tinue with his formal schooling. The
direction of difference, however,
favors a slightly greater proportion
of junior girls than of junior boys
who plan to continue,

Data from three previous years,
two of them since the war and one
while the war was at its height, show
only slightly lower percentages of
junior students who plan to continue
education beyond the high school
than are shown in the figures of the
current year. These figures range
from 58 to 62 percent for the boys
and from 62 to 65 percent for the
girls. In other words, there is little
variation in the percentage of jun-
iors each year who plan to continue
their formal eduecation, although
that variation which does exist
points in the direction of an increase
whieh currently ineludes almost two-
thirds of all junior students in Illi-
nois high schools.

The eduecational plans of high
school seniors have not yet been
studied for the present year, but
data from previous years indicate
that what is true for the juniors is
eenerally true for the seniors as
well. A slightly greater proportion
of senior boys than of junior boys
plan to continue with their edueca-
tion, for at this level the figures
range from 60 to 65 percent. On the
other hand, a slightly smaller pro-
portion of senior girls than of junior
girls have further educational plans,
so that in the senior group the pro-
portion of boys who plan to continue
education after high school gradua-
tion is slightly greater than the
proportion of girls, though the dif-
ference is still not statistically sig-
nificant. It is safe to generalize that
among both boys and girls, at both
the junior and senior levels, approx-
imately two thirds of all Tllinois
high school students plan to earry
on school work beyond the seecondary
level.

SCcHOLASTIC APTITUDE

How do these students with plans
for further eduecation stand scholas-
tically? Are those who are most
able to benefit by continuing eduea-
tion beyond high school the ones who
plan to do so? These questions are
important ones to ask if we are eon-
cerned with an educational system
that meets the needs and abilities of
every student and one that serves
the best interests of society by pre-
paring for responsible professional
and leadership positions all those
who have the ability to function at
such levels in society.

‘When we consider the report
made by the high school principal
on each student in the statewide
testing program, we find there is a
definite positive correlation between
the scholastic promise of students
and their plans for continuing edu-
cation. In the current year approx-
imately 83 percent of all junior girls
planning further education are re-
ported as possessing scholastic prom-
ise, whereas, only 49 percent of the
girls not planning further education
are so reported. Among the junior
boys the percentages are somewhat
lower, being 70 percent of those
planning to continue eduecation and
only 29 percent of those not plan-
ning to continue. The figures from
former years are similar, in every
case a higher percentage of girls
than boys being reported as showing
scholastie promise and a higher per-
centage of those with plans for fur-
ther education than of those without
plans being so reported. In every
case, too, the percentage of those
showing scholastic promise is higher
for senior students than for juniors.
The picture is always the same, how-
ever, in showing a considerably
higher proportion of students with
scholastic promise among those who
plan to continue their education be-
yond the secondary school level than
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among the group of students who do
not have such plans.

Another way of determining the
student’s aptitude for scholastic
achievement beyond the high sehool
level is the score he makes on the
American Couneil psychological ex-
amination, which is used in the
statewide testing program. Current
figures show that of those junior stu-
dents who plan to continue educa-
tion approximately 68 percent are
in the upper half of scores on the
A.C.E. psychological test. Only 37
percent of those who do not plan to
continue stand in the upper half on
the test. Putting it another way, of
those students who stand in the up-
per half on test scores approxi-
mately 78 percent plan to continue
education as compared with only
49 percent of those who stand in the
lower half on test scores. These fig-
ures vary somewhat from group to
group but remain substantially the
same for both boys and girls and
for both junior and senior students.
Likewise, they are fairly constant
over a period of several years, al-
though a slight trend might be noted
in the direction of an inereased num-
ber planning to continue education
both among the group in the upper
half on test scores and among the
group in the lower half.

The significant fact in the figures
presented thus far is not that those
students who plan to continue edu-
cation beyond the high school level
are predominantly the ones who pos-
sess scholastic promise or stand high
on test scores. That is not an unex-
pected discovery. But it is impor-
tant to note that from 30 to 50 per-
cent of those students who do not
plan to continue further education
possess the ability and promise of
doing successful work at the college
level. What is the reason that such
a large proportion of students have
no plans for pursuing further edu-
cation even though they have the

ability to do so, and even though our
educational system purports to meet
individual and societal needs by
offering the maximum opportunity
for development to all individuals?

FiNANCIAL ABILITY OF STUDENTS

Perhaps one answer to the ques-
tion just asked lies in the financial
ability of students to continue
schooling beyond the high school
level. Our prineipals’ reports show
that over 45 pereent of all students
are not able financially to continue
with their education after high
school graduation. Undoubtedly a
large number of these also lack the
scholastie ability or promise that
would make it desirable for them to
2o on with advanced education. But
the reports indicate that of those
students who are rated as possessing
scholastiec promise, an average of
ever 35 percent, or one in three, does
not have the financial ability to con-
tinue his eduecation beyond high
school. Of those students who stand
in the upper half on the A.C.E.
psychological test, approximately
one third are reported from families
whose finanecial situation does not
encourage them to make plans for
further edueation.

We can look at the figures in
another way by comparing the
group who have educational plans
with the group who do not have such
plans. In the latter group there is
approximately twice as great a per-
centage reported as having scholas-
tic promise but lacking in financial
ability as there is in the group plan-
ning to continue education. Among
the students who rank in the upper
half on the A.C.E. test, over 60 per-
cent of those who do not plan to
continue are financially unable to
do so, whereas less than 30 percent
of those who do plan to continue
education are reported in unfavor-
able financial circumstances. These
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fioures would seem to indicate that
lack of financial ability is one of
the major reasons why many high
school students do not plan to con-
tinue their education beyond the
secondary level, even though they
possess the scholastic promise and
aptitude for doing successful work
at a higher level.

DEMOCRATIC IMPLICATIONS

The figures presented thus far tell
a story that carries meaning for
our schools and for the community
and nation at large. At the local
school level the question of indi-
vidual pupil guidance concerning
educational matters involves: how
especially to assist and encourage
the student to continue with his edu-
cation when he has the scholastic
promise and ability but has made no
plans to carry on beyond the high
school level; how, too, to help the
individual student overcome prob-
lems which stand in the way of con-
tinuing his education because of
financial cireumstances that are un-
favorable to his econtinuance. These
are problems that are local and spe-
cific in nature, but above and beyond
them are more important problems
which eoncern our entire educational
program and the part that our edu-
cational system plays in the society
in which we live.

The fundamental purpose of the
schools in a demoeratic society is
promotion of the maximum develop-
ment of every individual to the end
that both individual and group wel-
fare are served in the greatest pos-
sible extent. If democracy is to
triumph over eommunism and other
forms of totalitarian society, it must
do more than pay lip service to its
ideals. As a nation we cannot afford
to squander human resources by
failing in our schools to achieve the
optimum development of every indi-
vidual in order that he may con-

tribute his best to our demoecratic
way of life. Yet when we find that
over one third of our young people
who possess capacities for growth
and development beyond the high
school level are unable to make plans
for continuing their education be-
cause of financial reasons, we realize
that our educational system has a
leng way to go to meet individual
needs and a long way to go to fulfill
its function in society.

The schools alone are not to be
blamed, but educators themselves
have the major responsibility in
thinking through the problem and
promoting an adequate solution for
it. Our educational system may
have to be expanded until the junior
college becomes recognized as a fun-
damental part of the free publice
school structure. It may be neces-
sary to establish educational bene-
fits for civilian youth, as President
Stoddard of the University of Illi-
nois has suggested, in order to
provide an advanced educational
program for all those who can bene-
fit by it, regardless of their financial
circumstances. Certainly the prob-
lem is one which concerns our
national government as well as the
states, It is a problem for all of
society to ponder, for it involves the
fundamental democratic issue of
whether every individual ecan ex-
pect to achieve maximum personal
growth and development or whether
some, because of the circumstances
into which they fall or are born,
cannot expect the same opportuni-
ties and advantages as others.

The Illinois State Academy of
Science is already recognizing the
problem to a limited extent through
its participation in the science talent
search, which is sponsored each year
by Westinghouse. The Academy en-
deavors to secure scholarships in
Ilinois colleges and universities for
top-ranking high school science stu-
dents who have entered the national
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competitive program but have not
been selected at that level. This
effort is an example of what can be
done in selecting students who show
outstanding promise and giving
them the opportunity and encour-
agement to go on. It is a limited
effort, however, for it is restricted
to students interested only in the
various fields of science. It does not
purport to recognize financial need
as one of the factors in the selec-
tion of students for scholarships,
although in some ecases, undoubt-
edly, selection for a scholarship pro-
vides the opportunity without which
talented students could not plan to
continue their education. Perhaps
a program of seleetion might be
worked out which would give greater
recognition to financial need but at
the same time maintain present high
standards in the recognition of sei-
ence ability. Perhaps, too, the pro-

eram could be adopted by other
state and national groups for grant-
ing recognition and aid to promising
students in fields other than science.
In this way, we might at least alle-
viate the situation by providing
ereater opportunity for outstanding
students regardless of their financial
circumstances.

In this paper, however, I do not
presume to find an answer to the
problem. I only wish to call to your
attention that a problem does exist,
and that our democratic values and
welfare as a nation will suffer until
a solution is found. The problem re-
mains one of promoting greater
demoeracy and the social good by
finding an answer which will enable
all high school students who possess
scholastic ability to continue with
their education at an advanced level
without regard to their financial
ability to carry them through such
a program.





