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NATURAL OR SCIENTIFIC AR-_EAS.—_TI'I_REE YEARS LATER.

ROBERT A. EVERS -
Inmots Natural History Survey, Urbane

Three years ago I appeared before
this organization and ' spoke on
“Natural .ov Scientific Areas: An
Minois Resource.”’
"I described at that time were indeed

dark. I wish I could stand here
today and deseribe only bright eon-
ditions. TUnfortunately, that is imi-
possible.  In. some cases they are
brighter than three .years- ago, in
others they are datker. First a look
at the dark side.

One of the natural areas T dis-
cussed was Grand Canyon and
Chalk Binff, possibly the largest
snake den in eastern North America.
Of thig area I said. :

“It may be difficult to. convince the
public that this site should be get arlde
as & scientifie area, because from this
place the snakes of many different

_tpecies spreid over the eountryside,
Many individuals would like to kill all
of the snakes, To the hiclogist that
would be a vicious act. Our-duty is to

* soe that these animals have their nichs’

in which to live, This place has long

served that purpose and it should be

The conditions

it is not..

protected “and preserved. The area
is also of archeological interest, es-
pecially the southern extremity of
Chalk Bluff. How miuch of Illinois his-
tory lies buried thers, no one know i

Three years ago it was-somewhat
diffienlt to reach Chalk Bluff. Teday
A broad path, in many
places constructed of crushed rock,
hurries the visitor through - the
woods and into Little Grand Can-
yon. In- this beautiful, narrow
canyon, steps have been cut into the
sandstone and the deseent -to the
valley floor. of Grand Canyon is
swift and safe, that ig, in dry
weather. The broad path continnes
on to Chalk Bluff where pienie
tables and- restroom facilities greet
the wisitor. A pienic aréa at the

~-most famoug snake den of eastern

North America! 1t iz a mile from

‘the parking area to the base of
Chalk Bluff. I seriounsly -doubt -if

many pieniekers will carry their
food and drink sneh a distance.
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Unless an auto road comes into the
area from the south, aceess is. pos-
sible only by hiking or by boat on
the Big Muddy River, If the pienic
_lables and rest facilities were placed
for “the beneﬁt of boaimg on the
Big Muddy, T would suggest that
an area: of this typé be developed
on the west side of the river, about
one mile downstream, where aceess
both by boat and- automolnle are
possible. :

In one of the tributary ravines of
Grand Canyon, some digging had
been done and a mass of bones, pos-
sibly Indian, ren1aii1_ed altn,ig the
path,

Will this area be prntected and-

proserved 2
Pine Hills, some dn-,td,noo south of

Chalk Bluff hus be(‘n subjeated “to -

mueh ‘“improvement”’ . The road is
being ' improved _f.ur better .and
swifter travel, -Numerous parking
areas’ have been or are being con-
structed. DBroad paths have -béen
built and- thege Iead into areas thaﬂ
were once kmmn only to the more
adventurous  person who dreaded
neither greenbriers nor  brambles.
At Government Rock a path trav-
erses the small hill prairie, The
-exotic Russian olive had been plant-
ed in the prairie but, I have heard,
these have been removed. At MeGee
Hill, the brow slope of the bluff
has been cleared of almost all of
the trees and shrubbery. Crushed
stone paths were constructed but
apparently surface run-off was not
considered as the water from the
parking area is washing the erushed
rock from the' irail downslope to-
ward the cliff. Let ns hope no “‘im-
provefents’’ are plarined in . the
ravines and in the swamp. a
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was in great danger.

‘ance,

In my address in 1961, T said:
“Presently the University of Illinois
Foundatioh owns land in Mason Coun-
ty, some of which is sand prairle and
.forest, The University is preserving
640 acres of this land as a scientific
area. Thig is a greai service to hnth
sclentists and laymen.”

The Youndation has not yet eon-

verted thig 640 acres of sand prairie

and forest into a scientific area.
“The lack of money ig still one
of the dark parts of the pieture.
If funds were fortheoming, many
iraportant areas could be purchased
and protected. Many of us had great
hopes that money would become
available through an inerease in the
cigarette tax. The-
gembly passed legislation
would have inereased this tax and
a portion of it would have been used
for land acquisition, including na-
tere preserves. The act was vetoed

. by the Governor beeause of a ecam-
_paign pledge he made in 1960,

‘Tt & possible for me to go on with
dark -side. There are, however, g

“few bright spots that keep me from

beeoming too depressed, .

General As- |
which:

A few years ago one of the best -

seientific areas in northern Illinocis
Pressure was
exerted by a group to convert the
nature area of Tllinois Beach State
Park to a golf ecourse. The marshes,
dunes, and sand prairie of this stite
park are of great biologieal import:
We have with Beach a good
example of what persons interested
in preservation of irreplaceable re-
golirees can accomplish. They did
not sit idly by but diligently and
vigorously went to work. DBecause
of . their activities, the area con-
cerned is still g nature area in the
park. Soon, we hope, it will be of-

'ﬁci\ally designated as a nature pre-
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serve . under ‘smpervision of the

Nature Preserves Commision.

-The Nature Conservancy and its
Ilineis Chapter have made progress.
In 1961, Volo-and Wauconda hows
and Rocky Branch had been or were

being purchased, Presently s Sang-

amoh’ River valley woods, known . as

Hart Woads, located ncar Mahovnet

in Champaign County, is being pur-
chased and preserved: In northern
Tllinois hegotiations are underw ay
for the purchase of several valuable
seientific areas. One of these is de-
sired by an auto wretking company
ag asite for “junking’’ old antomo-

biles. From progress reports T have

heard, sueh a blicht on this im-
porlant site will not develop.

For a number of yedrs an area in
northwastern Cook County atiracted
the attention of those intercsted in
prairie. This gravel hill had been
disturbed by removal of some gravel.
Presently it supportd a beautifal
prairic., Fear was. always with us

that the prairie would be destroyed .

by more gravel removal or by use
~ of ‘the hill for homesites. We. were
cgpecially .coneérned. diuring the

planning  stages of the toll road.
Tt was constructed to the north of.

the praivie, -The Cook County For-
est Preserve in its purchase of land
in the vicinity included the prairie.
Doubtless this valuable prairie stand

-will hé. preserved as a part of the’

Forest Preserve system.
You may reecall that the ‘Academy
in 1961 passed a resolution favoring

legiglation dealing with the estab-

lishment o6f nature preserves. Whon

the bill received the appreval of the -

various legislative commitices and
when it passed bhotk houses by unan-
imous vote, many of us had great

hopes. When the Governor vetoed

‘the bill we were very disappointed.

During the last session of the Gen-
eral Assembly the task began again.
I am happy to report that Illinois

-now has. a Nature Preserves Com-

misgion.

The Nature Preserves. Commis-

gion has nine members who are.
appointed by the Governor upon

the advice of the Chief of the TNi-
neis Natural History Survey and the
Divector of the Illinois - State Mu-

seum. The Commission approves. or

disapproves the aequisition or dis-

posal by the Department of Conser- =

vation of any interest in real prop-
erly for purposes set forth in ‘an
aet dealing with state parks and
nature preserves. The Commission
formulates: policies for -sclection,
acquisition, Inanagement, and pro-
tection of nature preserves and it
maintaing ‘‘registries and records

of nalure preserves and other areas -

of " edueation or scientific value and
of habitats for rare and endangcred
species of planig and ammals in the
State.”

The legislature in the lash regular
session also amended the laws rela-

tive to State Parks to include Il(LtllI‘e :

preserves,

The Nature Preserves Commission
wag appointed by Governor Kerner.

-Their first meeting was held on Jan-

uary 80. At that meceting Dr.- .
Charles Kendeigh and Mr, George

Fell were elected chairman and see--

retary respectively. The = second
meeting of the Commission wag held

on. Mareh 19 and the next is to.

be in May. Affer attending the
March meeting, I feel this Commis-
sion is very sincere and devoted to
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the acquisition and preservation of
nature areas in Illinois.”

-(an we now lean.back and rest?
Absolutely not! Until we are ab-
solutely :sure that the valuable and

-selentific areas are sceurs we ean

never rest. Whether or not this
security is aceomplished dependb
upon the econtinued suppert of in-
terested persons in Illinois.





