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The meadow jumping mounse (Za-
pus hudsonins) is rarely taken in
southern [llinois. Two specimens
have been recorded from TUnion
County by Laync (1958:249). Gers-
hacher and Swayne (1951:122) re-
port two taken in Perry County in
April, 1948, and onc taken in Jack-
son County in July, 1940. Despite
aclive eollecting by students and
facnlty from Southern IMlinois 1Tni-
versity, no additional spceimens of
Zapus were taken in Jackson County
urtil recently.

In 1962, extensive trapping in the
summer resulted in the capture of
eivht speeimens of Zapus; the first
speeimens of this genug to be taken
in Jackson County since Gersbacher
and Swayne reported their eapture.
Two additional captures represent a
new connty record for Franklin
County and another specimen from
Union Connty.

To attest to the rarity of capture
of the species in this area, only five
specimens were obtained during a
trapping study which ran eontinu-
ously from January io Oectober,
1962, One hundred snap-traps weve
placed in a grid pattern in an old
field three-fourths of a mile south-
west of the Life Science Building
on the Carbondale Clampus. Ten
lines of ten traps each were spaced
at approximately 20-feet intervals.
The five specimens were taken one

each after 16,800 trapnights {Janu-
ary 6 to June 23) ; 18,2003 (July 10},
19,100 (July 19%; 22,700 {Aueusi
24% ; and 26,200 (ending September
28} trapnights. No additional spec-
mens were taken [rom Seplember
29 1o October 8, after whieh the line
was  discontinued. All the ahove
specimens of Zupus were captured
near o small diteh south and west
or east of the dam of a pond less
than 1/101h-acre in size on the trap-
ping area. All were taken within
79 feet of the pond. The cover at
the trapsites was sparse, with little
litter on the ground, and was domi-
nated by voung sassafras (Sassafras
vartfolinm) trees 10 to 20 feet tall.

Additional specimens of  Zupus
were obtained by 3 of 20 sfudents
onrolled i a course in mammalogy
offered by Dr. E. Lendell Cockrum.
The sixth record [or Jackson County
was taken on June 23 by Artbhur
Hicks the first night that 20 traps
were set! These examples mdicate
the extremely sporadic nature of
capture. The speeimen taken by Mr.
Hicks was trapped on the botany
reserve alopg an old barbed-wire
fence row under a willow trec (Salix
nigra) approximately 20 feet tall
The ground was deveid of vegeta
tion and Litter, but abundant cover
ol trumpet crecper (Campsis radi-
cansy snrrounded the spot of cap-
ture. Mr. ITicks had trapg in rhis
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campus area for more than a month
and failed to cateh another speci-
men. Walter Biggs caught iwo speei-
mens behind the high school
pailding in Murphysbore, Jackson
onnty, in late July,

The specimen from Franklin
(County, an adnlt male, was taken
two miles north of West Frankfort
on July 14 by Larry Contri. All
these specimens are now part of the
eollection of the Zoology Depart-
ment at Southern Hlinels Tniversity.

From 1959 to 1963 a class from
the Department of Zoology has
placed 250 to 500 mousetraps over-
nighl cach year in the Pine Ilills
area north of Ware m Union County,
[lineis. The numhber of {raps set
and the date each year were as fol-
lows: 250 on June 5, 1959; 300 on
May 20, 1960; 400 on May 26, 1961 ;
950 on Juone 1, 1962; and 500 on
May 24, 1963. In this total of 1450
trapuights over five vears, only one
Zepus was laken. This specimen,
taken in 1963, was an adult female
trappedd in the wooded bottemland
near the base of the bluff at Pine
Hills.

Inasmueh as Zupus goes into hi-
bernation during the winter, no rec-
ords would he expected fo be ob-
tained at this time. Availuble records
in southern Ilinois span the period
from April 1o October, Titch (1958
161} notes that jumping mice are
parileularly elusive lo live-trapping.
Most of his captures were in unbait-
ed funnel traps set for reptiles.
Thus, cvasivencss may partially ex-
plain the few specimens on reeord
iu southern Hlinols. The more prob-
able reason for lack of records is
that litlle trapping has been done
during the summer months when
the animals are most active.
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