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A decade ago Troy L. Pewe, & pro-
fessor of geology at Augustana Col-
lege, Rock sland, Tllinos, presented
a paper before this Academy on the
«eTeaching of Clonservation of Nat-
ural Resources in Jllinois Colleges
and Universities. 7> He reported that
13 of the 45 aeeredited four-year
colleges and aniversities in our state,
but not one of the junior colleges,
offered a general couUrse in conserva-
tion. Aceording to Mr. Pewe, the
University of Chicago has the dis-
tinetion of being the first institution
to initiate such @ course. That was
in 1909. His study also brought out
the fact that in 12 of the 13 schools
the course was taught in the depart-
ment of geography.

Tt is now fen years later and time
for a re-appraisal of the status of
conservation education In the ac-
credited institutions of higher learn-
ing in Tllinois. Tollowing the pat-
tern set by the original study, all
seminaries, technical schools, and
special schools of art and music were
eliminated from the survey. Course
offerings were checked as listed in
the official school eatalogs for the
academic year 1956-57. The follow-
ing sehools were offering a general
course in the conservation of mat-
nral resources at the undergradunate
level:

INSTITCTION DEPARTMENT
University of Illinois (Urbana) ......
.......................... Geography
University of Illinois (Chicago) .....
.......................... Geography
Tilinois State Normal University .---
................ Geography
Northern 1ilinois University.. .-~
.......................... Geography
Eastern Iilinois University....---- -~
.......................... Geography

Geography and Geology

Southern 1llinois University....-«- -
.......................... Geography
Chicago Teachers College .. ocert-rt
.......................... Geography
University of Chicago -« -+ sorw "
.......................... Geography
Northwestern University ...coocco e
......................... Geography
Augustana College ...:---*" Geography
Concordia Teachers College ....-rv°"
...... Geography
Wheaton College -co-eort Geography

ollege

St. Precopius College ....-+* " Biology
The Principia College ...+ " Biology
Joliet Junior College ... - Conservation

The results of this study empha-
size the following :

1. At present, 16 colleges and
universities oOF only one-third of al
the accredited four-year institution
of higher Jearning in our state offe
a general course in the conservatio
of our natural resources.
sehools which did not appear in tk
original list ten years ago are: Ur
versity of Tilinois at Urbana, Ut
versity of Tilinois at Chicago( Na
Pier), St Precopius College, &
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Wheaton College, Tn addition, one
Junior college now offers such a
course. It iy trye that the Univer-
sity of Ilinois at Urbana dig offer

the course because of limiteq staff,
Genera] conservation courses at
Northwestern, whenever they were
offered, were taught only in the

2. Geners] conservation courses
are still largely taught in geography
departments, St. Precopiug and The

is taught in the
biology department; in Rosary Col.
lege the course is taught in the geol-
ogy and geography department but
the same course may he taken for
biology . The biology depart-
ment at Shurtlefr College gave g
course in the conservation of biologi-

ervice teacherg during the Summer
essions.  The state universitieg and

~made any great
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the University of Chicago algo offer
advanced work in resource manage-
ment and resource Dbroblems,

Mr. Peywe closed hig article with
the foHowing observation (1947 .
115), “Illinoig with itg tremendoyg
wealth of natural resourceg and its
wonderfyl colleges ang universities,

duty to gee that the Yyouth is in-
importance of con-
Servation tq insure oup national
heritage for future generationg,”?

leges ang universitieg has really
advance during the
last decade, If we agree with Mr,
Pewe, that conservation

learning, The present situation in.
dicates that one of the greatest

courses lieg
in the training of elementary and
secondary teachersg, Would it be

sued ? Practically évery college in
our state hag g teachers’ training
brogram, but the majority of them
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do not offer any course

tion. This might be

SUMMARY

There has been very little gain in
the number of colleges and universi-
tjes which offer courses in the con-
gervation of natural resources.
ble that
g dome

ig, of course, highly proba
much incidental teaching 1

g in conserva-
the path we

must explore in the mext decade.

on some aspect of conservation i
connection with other courses. A
concerted effort is needed, howevel,
{o acquaint our elementary and sec-
ondary teachers with the philoso-
phies and problems of conservation.
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