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ArgTRAcT, — A lyear study of the acol-
ogy of the sonthern golden mousc,
frhratomys awtialld aureoluy, in south-
ern Illinois reovealed that honevsuckle
thickots, canebralkes, aud cal-hrier thick-
ots provided suftable habital. The aver-
age home vange of five adults was 1.2
acres, and the greatost linear distance
traveled Dby nine individualz averapged
240 feel. Ttillzalion of arboreal nests
seamed to taek o definite pattorn; this
indefinitenezz was fwrther complicated
by the undetermined degree of usage of
ground nestz. Main food ilems identi-
fied were small acorng and seeds of
poizon ivy, bedsiraw, and blackberry.

The golden monse, Oehrotomys
nunlialli (Harlan}, is a vodent of the
southeastern United  States which
reaches one of the most northerly
points ol its distribution in south-
ern Ilinois. The subspecies oeonr-
ring in Tllineis s the Southern (Gold-
ern Mouse, O n. aureolus (Andubon
and Bachwan), which has been ru-
ecorded from six counties, oamely,
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Mar-
ion, Pope, and Tnion, Many aspects
of the life history of the golden
monse have reccived Hitle attention
primarily because It Is lnited in
distribution and population and be-
cauge 11 18 of litfle cconomic valne
Thus, the purpose of this study is
to bring Lo light some additionat eon-
giderativns of the life history of this
radent and to augment some aspects
which have been studied praeviously.

MuTIong

The Union Counly Wildlifle Retuge,
which lics in the floodplain ot the Nis-
gissippl Ldiver less than one mile sonth
of Ware, [llinois. was selected az a study
arvaes, Rosidenee wag edinblished on the
Refugo where fleld work was carried ont
{rom Junc, 1960 through July, 1961. Of
G200 geres at the lleiuge, lakes and bor-
row pits constitute 460; agricultural
land accounts tor 2700, and timber,
roads, and barnlots constitute  2050.
Some fleld work wad conducted at gev-
eral other sites in Uniom County and
at one arca in Jackson County.

Five study arcas for live-trapping
were eslablished and coded at the Refuge
after arboreal negts were found. On
1Plot 1, 96 traps were placed at infervals
of 66 feet in a grid patiern of gix rows
with 16 {raps in each row. On pluts 2
through 5, 20 to 30 traps were placed
at random near cover apparcntly snit-
able for smull mammala, Trappings was
carried out on one or more of these
plotg cvery monlh cxeept October., A
mixture of peanut butter and rolled oats
was used as bait, When each stmall mam-
mal was live-trapped initially, a num-
bered, monel metal tag wag altached to
itz car. After tapging, meaguring, and
recording the sex, age, reproduclive con-
dition, weight, moli, and other intorma-
iion, the animal was veleased at the
point. nf capture. Because 1’lot 1 seemed
to contain the hest population of golden
mico and afforded certain econveniernces,
i was considered the primary study arca
and received most attention.

When nests were located, informa-
tion coneerning occupancy, heigiht from
ground, supporting vegetalion, diameter,
dirtunce to nearest nest, and other data
were recorded. Each nest was marked
and inspected peviodically 1o check con-
dition and ulilization, A total of 84
non-active nests wore collected; these
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and 14 others collecied in 1335 at the
Rotuge woere examined and informalion
concorning food renaing, nest matorials,
and other aspecls were recordod. Neats
ol golden mice were identified on the
Dasis oif hair tound in the lining; ihe
bright golden miqd-portion of caech hair
was thought to be a relisble criterion
tor identification, The seed collection
of 1lhe Cooperative Wildlife Rescarel
Lalboratury ot Bouthern Ilineig Tniver-
sily  was utilized in identifying food
malerials,

A total of 14 Cl-dere gquadrats were
[aid out around wnests ac various ateas
in Tackzon and Union couniieg, The
digmeter Lreast high (dbhh of irces
A5 inchesg or more In diameter werc
measured and the number of each spe-
cleg way recorded, In addition, general
notes were laken on specieg of ghrukbs,
vines, and amall frees in or near cach
guadrat.

Hansrrar

The golden monse bag been reporisd
in several 1ypes of wooded halital tin
THinois, Layne ([(1958) reeorded it in
a gumae thickef with a ground <over
of Broomsedege and in molst woodlots in
Or uedr canebrakes or olher bBrushy si-
uations, Thig rodent has been zaid 1o
prefer the thick timber bhordering op-
nrezs swamps {Eloftmeister and Mohr,
1957 Cory, 1912). 1t has been captured
in canebrakes and bhonevzuekle thickets
al Pipe tlills in Union County (Jolin
Crim, 1%60, Pergonal Communicationd.
Andrewa (14863) collected thiz speeics
froni a drainageway in an old leld in
Pope County, honeysuckle and green
bricr {cat-brier) were recordod at this
gile,

During thig study, golden mice wore
usually found in maesic wooded habitats
where 36 apecies of trecs were recorded
{Tahle 1)}. Thers wasg a lack of uni-
formity in size, occurrence, and abun-
danee of the various species of lrees in
arcag sampled.  Shrubs commoniy  ob-
served in 0or bear guadrats were gwamp
holly, Jler decldwa, dogwood, Cornus
spp., glant ecane, drundineric gigented,
spiee bush, fdndero benzoin, pawpaw,
Asinring triloba, and poison ivy, RRus
radicizey (plant nomconelatnre afier
Maohlenbhrock and Voigt, 1459y, Vincs
noted ollen in thede dreas were grape,
Fitus spp., cal-bricr, Swdlos app., Japan-
ege honeyvsuckle, Londveera fuponien, Vie-
ginia ereeper, Porthenocissus  guingue-
folia, anmd trumpet  crocper, Cuprasiy
sefioens.
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Dinportant plants. — In general, golden
monge hahitat in gou-bern IMinois muav
be gepavated inlo three culepories do-
pending upon lhe presence of o par
ticular plant spocies or goenug:  (hese
ure Japanese honcyezuckle thickers, cane-
brakes, and cat-brier Lhickets. The for-
mer two categoriez are usually digtinet
entities in which cane aor honeysuckle
Hantg are numerous and dominale that
particwar type of vegetation of which
each is anewber. Car-brier oflon lacked
this dominance and shundanee in regiong
where golden mice were found; that is,
mice or nests wWere noted in loeal areas
whero cat-brier wad rare or absent, hut
large mats of this vine were always ob-
served in the immediate vicinily, Thesc
three plant: were rarely found together
in any combination. Of the five live-
trapping areas, all wore located in hot-
tomland hardwood foreals with ihe im-
purtant understory  species being cat-
bhrier ou plotd 1 through 4 and eane on
Plot. b,

The restriction of G, w. awreslys Lo
areus conlaining one of the three plant
categorics previously described was die
in gome part to suitable nevting facilities
provided by these groups, This is not a
complete explanation as some nests were
builf in ¢ther species of vines aud shruhs

and a few were conztructed on the
ground. Goodpasler and Hoffmeisler
(1951} suggesled thul availability of

suitable avenues of escape by climbing
might be an important Taetor in the
gelection of a nest zite; bt during thisg
sindy, this facior did not seem of im-
portance as mice jumped to the zround
as frequently as they escaped by climb-
ing when nests were distuvbed. Packard
and Garnar (1964) awo noled 4 mouse
jumping tn the ground from a disturhed
nest,

The importanee of these plantz in
golden monusge habital has been noled in
other studies.  Barbour (1951} moted
Lthal grecnbrier was always one of the
dominant planfs, whereas Coodpaster
and tlolmeistor (1934) concluded that
honevsuckle wasg the preferred vine at
any elevation with greenhrvier and eer-
tain ollier shrubs also being ol impor-
tanee, Handley (1948) found the golden
mouse wholly conflined to honeysuckle
thickets when found on mountaing. Oe-
casionally they were recorded in green-
brier and blackberrs, while at lower
olovalions, cane Was uzed extengively.
Ivey (194%) mentiored Spanish moss
and greenbricr as fmportant planis. In
contrast to the above findings, odman
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und Sealander (19551 lLound this mouse
inhalbiting a pine-nak forest with little
undorsiory.

Hill and Inwlend foresis. — Tha some-
what xeilc hill forests in southern I11i-
nois  gencrally support sparse under-
Lrush, On higher hillg, honeysuekle was
the culy plant noted which provided
suilable habilal, bul thig vine was seem-
ingly restricted in distribution in these
arcas. The majority of forests al the
Tninn County Refuge are of a swampy
naturce, and ax suth, do not support
solilen mice due Lo the absence ol the
threg importaul vnderstory plants which
are found primarily in megic foregls,
Tho golden monze hasg heen notaed to pre-

Tapre 1. Species and Ceenreence of Treeg over 35

14 tlazre Quadrats.
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fer lowland areas to upland areas (Good-
paster and offmelster, 1954; Barbour,
1042%; Thowever, it has been reported
from an altitnde of 4120 feet in North
Carolina (Odum, 1%49).

Lisfurbances. — In most arcas where
golilen mice were noted, disturbanecs
rom Juinbering snd road construetion
had oecenrred, To cerialn aress, such g
tivities permitted the invazion and es-
tablishment. of the important nndetstory
specics, purticularly honeysuckle, Al
thangh cxact times were unknown, dis-
turbances: probably ovcurred at least 15
years prior Lo this study.

Mozl of the forests at the Refuge are
undergoing sueccszion resulting from ex-

Tneches i d.b.h. Noted in

Specics

Slippery elm (Eipus vubra) ... o000
White mulberry {Morus afba). ... L
Sweer puin [ Ligutdambar slvracifua) .. .. L.
Box clder {Aeer n,u.gmm’n) ....................
Armierican elm (Dlwus amerieana). .. .0 . ...

Persimman {fHorpyras nirginiana) ..

Bitternut hickory (Carya cor ?.fornlrf) .........
(127 I
Chinquapin vak {Quercur mublenbergidi. .
Black walnul (fuglans nigra}t. .. ... .0 L.
Green ash (Fraxinus lanceclata) o000 00000 L0
Red oale (Quercurrudead o000 0oL
Wild blacl cherry {Pranws corotina) ..o

Southern hackherry (Clers lacer;

Redbud (Cercis canadensis).
Cottonw ond (Populus delivide:

White vak (Quercus albad. ..o o0 o
Hiomey locust {Gledtinia trincanthosy. .o .
Sycamore (Platanus cocidentalis) .. . L.
Plmut hickory {Cmr\ aplabra) . .o o
AOOAAY L

Shagbark hlﬂ.n.UI'\ (Car
Pecun (Carva iflinnen

1ed mulherry (Morir m{bm) ......

Pin aak (Quercur padusirisy. .o o 0L
Sussafras (Sasrafrar albidum). . ..o
Pawpaw (Asimina pifobay. ... ... ... ...
Kentucky collee tree (Gymuccladus diciews). . ..

Red maple {Adeer rubrini)
Blue beeeh (Carpinar carcling

Red haw (Cratargny molli . .00 0000
Silver maple (Leer saccharfawm) ... oo
Black willow (Saliv atgrad. ... .o .
Tulip tree (Lirdodendron tulipifera) ..o
Black locust (Rulinia preudoacacia). ... ... ...,
Shellbark hickory (Carva faciiosa) . ... ... ...
American ash (fraxinus americana) ... . ... ...
‘Hard Maple (Aeer saccharum) . .. 000

Representation | Fregueney
i in quadrats index

............. B 57
............. 8 57
............. 7 30
............. 0 42
............. S 42

5 33
............. 3 35
............. 4 28
............. 4 i 24
............. 4 2%
............. 3 2
............. 3 21
............. 2 2

3 21

3 ,
............. 3 21 ;
............. 2 4 ;

2 14

b
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tensive timber harvewt prior to 1947
when Lhe Stale of 1Mincis purehased ihis
lract. 1t is thought that as succession
from cut-over areas to mature mesie for-
ests procesds, the golden mouse progres-
sively loses portioas of guitable habitat
asg tall trees tend to deter profuge growih
of important shruhs and vines, This
aeema to have oceurred art the Roefuge
where there are now only a few acres
of optimal habitut, MeCarley ({19587
concluded that lumhbering may Dbeneiit
the polden mouse as thig practice tends
Lo cpen the canopy and permin Tazh
growth of ibe understory. Howover, it
was indicated that a dense canopy may
be formed agairn o less than 30 to 40
FEUTSs.

Digtribution in INlinois. -+ The diseim-
jlarily of vegetation ncenrring in south-
nrn Mlinols and that of other regions of
the State must be understood when the
distribution of the golden mouse iz aon-
sidlered. The three plants which seem
{0 be required in the habitat of this
animal are greatly or wholly restricted
o #onthern Illineois. Cane is found only
in the extreme southern region: Japu-
nese honevsirekle is restricted primarily
to the south; and all seven specics of
cat briat recorded for the Slale are found
in gouthern Nlinots with four restricled
primarily to thig area (Winlerringer and
Bverg, 19601,

Average annual precipilalion is higher
and temperatures generally warmer in
southern Illineis than in olher regions
of the State. Buch c¢limatological face-
toryg determine plant communities pres-
ont in these areas. The eastern decidu-
ous forest occurs In most of southern
Nlinois. Much of centrul Illinoig and
part of the northern region iz an oce-
tone between forest and praivie with the
forests being restricted main'y to flood-
plaing and dry arcas in which the oak-
hickory t¥pe snpports less  well do-
veloped nnderstory than forests in whicl
roldon mice are found.

NEgre

Nests woere globualar in form, usually
hollow, and composed of an inner lining
and an ouler vovering. The lining usu-
ally made up the bulk; finely shredded
parts of sedges, grasses, or bark were
commonly used in constructing this sece-
tion, while hits of cloth, bird foathers,
or “cotton”™ from cottonwood trees, Popu-
s spp., were uscd less reguently. The
covering was composed of whole Jeaves

of trees, scdges, grasses, or  coardsiy
shredded stem materials. Leaves identi-
fied were those of cat-brier, cane, hox
aelder, deer wepuwndo, grags, scdge, elin
{Dimus spp.), honeysuckle, red haw,
Tratacins mollly, maple, Acer app., hack-
borry, Celtis apn.. pin oak, Quercus poalus-
fris, grape, ash, Fravinas 4pp., and spice
huzh. Silver maple samalras and stem
materials Lrom grape and honeysuckle
were also noted in Lhe covering. In re-
gard 1o nest measurements, diametors
ranged from 4.0 to 8.5 inches with the
average bholng 5.8 inehes. The height
ahove ground varied lrom 8 dinches Lo
20 teet 10 fnches with an average meas-
urement of 7 leel 2 ooches (excluding
ground nests}. Packard and Garner
(1964) found nests atb heights of 1.5 to
256 feet in eastern Teras.

The average digtance betwcoen mnosts
was 43 feet. In two inztances, an in-
habhited nest was fowad in cloge prox-
imity of another ocenpled structure
within the zame day; a distance of 140

feet separated one pair and 180 Feel
Lhe other. Kight solitary nhesly were

fonnd; all were noted in widely sepa-
rated regions except two which ‘were
approximately 200 vards apurt. As the
immediate vicinity arcund each solllary
nast Was examined oursorily, intensive
searches might have rovealed additional
LostE.

Hites. — Arboreal nests were some-
timesz construcled in shrubs or forks of
trees,  In one instarcee, a3 cluster of
thorns on Lthe trunk of a honey locust,
teditsic Irigcenthos, was utilized; buot
in most rages (Bb.6 percont), nesis were
supported ontirely or partially by canc,
homersuckle, cat-bricr. or grape. Wost
of the remaining nests were {fournd hear
oue or more of the four plants.

O 87 nesls localed, 6 were found at
ground level, Four of the ground nests
were constructed at the bases ol spice
bush clumps: one was noted under a
log, and one waus stluated on several
shoots of cane ahout 1 inch ahove ground
loewel., Other than loeation, ground nests
weore gimilar in all respects to arboreal
rnestd, bMost stadies of the golden mouae
degeribe uge of arborenl pesly with only
a few reporting nests at ground level
{Cory, 1%12; Barbour, 1%42; Eads and
Irow, 19533,

Oecupeney. — During the year, two in-
habited nesly were recorded on Plot 1
during JTuly and Novemher while one
wag noted in June, August, September,
and October. Two occupied nesis were
recotded in other arcds in April and onc
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in June, July, and August. A nest on
Flot 1 contained a fomale with subaduolts
in November, while two nests in o honey-
suckle Lhickenr ouilgide the Refuge each
¥ieldad o female with suckling young on
April 6. Lawne (1838} also listed an
peeupicd nest in Docember in southern
Ilinois, Packuard and darper (1464 re-
corded two inhalited mesls in Decem-
ber and one in ¥March in eastern Texas.
Goodpaster ‘and Hoffmeister {1954)
found occupied nesty from  January
through April and in November in Ken-
tucky., From these studies, 1t =2 ap-
parent that golden mice are capable of
oteupying arboreal nedls at all times of
the wvear.

In one inglance a mouse was Tound
to lake ovar a nest after it was desortod;
an  individual of unnkneown pex was
ronted from a ncet in Junce which Tiad
previously contained a litler of young
and & female 1hal were taken into cap-
Livity in April, Of the ten inhabited
nests which econtained only adults, &
#ingle individual was found except in
one instance when two were observed.
This is in contrasi o the findings of
Goodpaster and TToffmeister (1954) and
Burbour 1842} who commonly found
several adulls per nest, Of three inhal-
ited nests found by Packard and Garner
(1964), Lwo conlained alngle adults and
the other a female with suckling young.
Layne (1938) reported a nest containing
two adults. During thiz study, mice
wore sensitive to dislurbances ol nweats
and would usually permanently deserl a
nest gnee cansed Lo leave, On one oo
cagion, several aubaduliz were found in
a nest from whickh they had been routed
gaveral dayye belorve,

NpsTING HariTs

The nesting habits of O, 5 aureoles
seemad to lack a definite pattorn. Forly-
one nest: were found on Plot 1 duving
tha first 9 months of study: new nesiz
waere lacking the last. 4 months. The
lagt inhabited mest was noled in Novem-
her and the laat newly constructed nosf
wag rocorded in Blarch, vel mice were
captured throughout the gtndy including
the winter period when arboveal nesdts
were relatively wsasy 1o locate. A lack
of new nests during the spring and gom-
nter was also noted on all other live-
Lrapped areas; only ole new nesl was
localed on the Reiuge during April
theowgh July, On three trapped arcas,
ncats were ncver tound to be inhabiled,

A muajority of thoze negty found onizide

Tronsueltons Hiimols Avademy of Scisnes

the Refuge were in  ill-repair when
found, and few were ocoupied.

The apparent lack ol 4 paltern in nest-
ing habltg on lrapped aveas could have
heen dne fo inereased ulilization of lcszs
conspicuous nests sueh as thoze on lhe
sround or in hollow trunks of lresg due
Lo digturbance of arborenl gtructures by
the inveatigutor, There was no evidence
to suggest o greafer degroc of use of
gvound mests al a particular period of
the wear; howover, thiz possibility ex-
iated.

T'oop

Seeds of poigon ivy, blackberry, and
bedstraw and small acorng were prin-
cipal food jtoms identified in 4% nests
cxaminod {Tahble 2). Cat-brier was con-
apicunouslr absent irom food ilems iden-
{ified, althoagh il wag present in many
areasg where negts were colleeted. Tlhese
limited data suggest that (he 1lhree
plants most important in golden movse
habitat were unimporiant in food hahits,
Goodpaster and FToffineister (1554}, in
a study of the golden mousc in Kewn-
tueky, Nated groenbrier, sumae, wild
chetrty, and dogwood ag main Tood ilems,
Tnopencd seeds were somertimes found
in nests. Thege nay have represcnted a
cache for fulure consumption, but the
gmall quaniity jndicated that those were
inedible or that they were lefl when
nests were deserted, Trood storage was
indicated in one instance where five, en-
tire, small acorns were found in 4 nest
copllected during November.

Goodpaster and IMoffmelgter (1854) de-
acribed two typez of nosts; these were
the home and the fecding platiorm, The
platform was uscd Yor feeding; as a ve-
sult, the lining contained many gced
haile. The hiome, used ag a vexidoncee by
ore or more animals, was usually de-
void of tnod remains. During Lhis study,
mazt nests contained o few hulls,. How-
ovor, two nests were found which con-
tained 2000 and 104 zced Lhulls, Thesge
nezts conld be termed feeding platforms.
but most nesty did not fit convenientlly
into pither categpory ag dezeribed by the
shove wguthors. Tackard and Garner
(19643 tailed to lind feaeding platiorms
among 11 nests cxamined.

1TouE Tawar axD MoveMENTS
The methad used Lo caleudate home

ranges of mice captured on FPlol 1 was
thie incluzive boundary method deszeribed



Folaen

by Btickel (1954%; ranges of animals
captured an the edges of the grid weore
not included. Thea average home range
of 1.2 acres obtuiaed during this gtudy
{Table 3) wag simnilar to that repotrted
by KleCarley (1958 who ligted the avor-
age home range for a numhber of in-
dividuals captured 10 or more times as
near 1,3 acres. Redman aud Sealander
{1958) caleulated the average range of
five individuals, apparently caplured less
than 10 times, az .13 aere. Dunawey
(1953) reported the average vange of
thvee femules, each captured 15 avr more
times each, as 0.&6 acre.

Diztances lraveied by trapped zolden
mice were relatively small even over an
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extendod period of titne. On Plot 1, the
greatest lincar distance traveled hy an
individual during one day was 297 feet,
while the greatest distance coverced over
an extended period of Lime was 485 leet
tTahle 4). The aveorage diztance trav-
eled by nine individuals captured three
or more times onn Plo: 1 was 240 foet,
The golden mouse secmed restricted
10 mesic wooded habitats, On Plot 1,
eight traps were permanently set a few
feet from wheal felds, Thiee individ-
nals, Incloding an adull and two sub-
adults, were captured once 1in {these
traps. Hleven traps were set in lowland
woodlots that hordered Plot 1. On only
one ocersion wag an animal captured;

Tartk 2, Iood Tlems Contained in 31 of 48 Golden Mouse Noests.
Representation  Frequency
Food items 1 nests index
Qak (Querens 8P oo 9 : 18.8
Poison ivy (Bbws radicens). . .00 . 7 ! 14.6
Bedetraw (Caftwm spp) . oo 0 o i 3 10.4
Blackberry (Rudus spp) oo e : 3 10.4
Grape (Faissppd .o o 4 %3
Sassafras (Savrafras altddum). o0 L ‘ 3 .3
Polygonum (Polyzonuwss scandend) 2 0.3
Pokeherry (Phutolacca americana) ! 2 4.2
Hackberrv (Cefriz sp) o o000 00 0 L ' 1 2.1
Dogwood (Cornter spo oo e 1 2.1
Black Tncust {Rebinta prevdoncacia) . .. .. .. ... ... ..., 1 2.1
Holly {flex spo. oo oo 1 1.1
Pawpaw {(dsimine silobad 0 0 L 1 2.1
CUnidennlled. .ooo oo . 12 25.0
) i
Tanrr 3. lHome Range Size of Five Adu't Colden Aice.
Number of captures by months Tame
- . . Total range
. N ) ] . cap- n
Sex Ay Sept. MNev, Dee. Feb, : dlar, Lures acres
Yemale. ... .. .o oo 1 1 i 1 13 1.5
T L e 1 G 10 0.6
Female. ... [ o000 S T 3 0.5
D 1 5 & 1.9
L o T P e 5 5 1.6
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it wag taken 20 feet from a inesic for-
esfed halital, This apparect avoidances
of open fields and low woodlets indi-
cated a limited pattern of movement,
Komarek (1829) tound that the golden
mouse ranged loagt of zeveral species of
smull mammals gtudied and indieatod
that populations of the former tended to
be sedenfary. As Plot 1 was an island
Gf zolden mouge habilal surrounded by

Transgetions Ilinois
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cnltivated fields and connected to other
woodlots by two narrow strips of low-
land forests, the population in thig area
was ossentially isolated.

The greatesi

Portpamion DRNSITIES

conceutration

of 0. n

anrenfis wag noted on Plot b during the

perivd January

ithrough March when

Tarie 4. Greatest Linear Distances Traveled by Nine Golden 3ice.
Number of Teriod of Distance
Sex Ape cuptures movenent 1 feet
Maleo oo o adult, .. ... 5 March, ... 483
adult. ... 5 August to
Tecember. 413
adule. ... ... 8 March. .. ... 97
{1 day}
subadule. . .. 4 Angust.... .. 198
adult. ... ... 10 March. .. ... 139
Ferale. ... ... .o oo oo adult, .. 15 March. ... .. 264
subadult. ... 3 Aupuast.. ... 198
adult. . ... .. 4 Augnst.. oL G4
adult. . ':i 3 March, .. ...| 78
Tapty 5. Comparison of Geealesl Population Densities of Golden Wiee per
Acre on Mive Areas,
Sive 1ndi-
in viduals
Plot number acres Months captured | Dennity
L e 7 3t i0avch, Aupust. .. & 0.8
PN 0.8 \December. ... - 2 1.3
d e 1.5 {Tanuary, April. .. 1 7
b e e 0.5 |Apriloooo ol i 2.0
D 0.2 {January....... .. & 30.0

! Buitable golden mouge habitat constitubod

approximately 5

acresd.
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ten individuals were capiured. Asg co-
termined from trapping, @ population
densgity of 20 micr per acre wasg present
during January (Table 5). It iz of inter-
sl to note that only 17 individuals werse
takon on the larper Plot 1 during tae
veur, The grealest monthly density oc-
curred on DPlot 1 during Mavelh and
Aupgusgt when zix anbnals were capinred;
iz represenled g dengite of 0.8 mico
mer acre, Timring the year, only single
captures of individuals werc noted on
Plot 2 (4), Plot & ¢2), and Plov 4 {1).
The densities on plots 2 Lhvough 4 ap-
proximated that on Mot 1. On all plois,
there were months of infensive trap-
ping when no miece wore taken., MeCur-
ley (196R). reporicd densities of 2.2 to
0.0 miece por acre in-easlern Texas, while
Bhadowen (19837 recorded densities of
from 2.7% to 0.08 mice per acre in T.onizi-
ana.
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