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A}smmn The kill' of wildlite on
ilroads eonsisted of varipus species .
-mammalg and birds as well as the
Ltrs.pment of turtles. Opossums (Didel-
yis mirsupiaiis), doniegtic dogs (Canls
‘miltarisy -and box turtles (Perropenc
1) were the. most commaon vietims,

JInformation on kills of wildlife on
Wlroad tracks if known is unpublished.
1-late Jannary andl February, 1962, a
I‘Inlted investigation of such types of
il was made Ly walking apprommaLo-
v 18 miles of railroad tracks in Jack-
on County, Ulinois. Three separafe
gilroad tracks were walked az follows:
e (mlf, Mobile and Ohio BRailreoad
putll of Winrphyshoro (8.8 niiles from
he Rig Muddy south to Pomona); the
Ninois Cenira) Railroad (4.7 miles Jlmm

niile south »f  Carbendale to Malkan-
a); .and the Milssouri Pagific Railroad
'8 miles northwestward from DeSoto).

There was found to bhe iremengous
saription in ki1l on these lhreo tracks.
he ‘Gulf, Mobile and Ohio Railioad
rhcks had T3% of the fotal kill with
in average trafic of abount 45 “freight
vaing per week. These tracks passed
hmugh areas of wonded flodd plain (ca.
; miles} and rolling farmland with wood
ots (ea. 4 milesy, The Illinois Central
;racks had 23% of the total kill with
an average traffic of 176 freight and pas-
senpey traing per week., The area wad
gently rolling, partly wooded agricul-
tural land {ea. 2 miles) and alomg &
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paluallv wooded creek (ca. 4. _mlles}
The Missouri I'acific tracks were trayv-
ellpr] ‘predominantly by local slow: movy-
ingtraing: hanling coal. Only 2% of
the total kil was.taken in th'[s umform,
gently. rolling agru,ultuml area. = -

Fonnd in this, short survey were nine
species. of mammalg: . 13 'opossums
(Dadf'!pms marmpmm;, 11 dogs tO0anis
familiagria), 4 cats (Fels cglus), 4 “wood-
chugks (Maermotla monag), § cottontails
(Hyl‘mzagus wAoridanns) ; 2 slunks. (Me:
phitls  mephitis), 1. receoon | (Procyon
lotor), 1-deer” { rdocoilens. mrgimcmuo),
1 grey fox (Urocyon cincresargentens);
five-gpecies of birds, one of-each of the
following: bob'vhlte quail (Colineg vir:
gindgrus), wmovrning dove  (Zemdddure
TECTOUFE ), domestic -chicken - (¢Fallus .
galiyg), sereech owl (CHus asin), and
barged owl (8 Brix varia) ; and three spe-
cles: of turtles (43 follows): ‘86 hox
turtles {Terrupene sp); two muslk tur-
tles. (Slernotherus mdomtus) and twa
sliders (Psendemys sp.).

Of special interest is the number of
turtles found. Apparently turtles find
an entrance between the raily where
the toadbed of the frack ig eroded be-
iweep the ties and under the rail. Once
hetween the tracks, finding another such
oppnpng bhecomres n matter of chance re-
sultifg in the turtles Hecoming trapped
hatween the rails and eventually dying.
‘Where wooded hillsides -bordered a
gtream of flood plain, an average of one
hox turtle wag found every 0.256 mile.
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