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Awggrgacr. — Three specles of turtles

[rom gravels of the Clear Lake Pleisto-
cene (Wisconsonian) site near Spriie.
field, Sangamon County, Illinois repre-

gent formg that occur in the area to-

day.
Tochter (1961) summarized the

fow known -tossil turtles of Ilinois

which are: Terrapene ornote {Agas-

- giz), Pseudemys sp., and Chrysemys

{7} sp. Thus, T was pleased to re-
aeive for study, through the conrtesy
of Bdward A, Munyer and Paul W,
Parmalee of Lh.e Iineis State Muo-
seum, the' remains of tartles from
eravels of the Clear Lake Sand and
Gravel Company which lies four
rhiles cast of Springfield and south of
Riverton near the Sangamon River
(See. 22, P 16 N, R 4 VV Sangamon
County, Tl]mmz-.}

According to the original ]ﬂbt‘l_
the fossils were donated in the carly

1940°s by Mrs. White who got them
from some men who collected the
bones fram the gravel deposits of
(Clear Lalwe, The fossil turtle bones

from Cléar Lake are well miner-.

alized, and fortunately, some pf the
clements (Fra. 1) have diagnostic
characters, Numbers applied to the

fossils are those of the Illinois State-

Museum, Springfield, Iliinois,
Other fossils: from this sitel rep-
resent mastodon, mammoth, moose,
and a few other mammalian remains
of apimals that live in the area to-

day (E. A. Munyer, personal com-
munieation), These remains indicate
that the deposition of thesc partien-
lar gravels at Clear Lake represents
a recegsional time during the Wis-
congonian age of the Pleistocene.

Chelydra serpentina (Linnaeus)

Geotogic. range~~Hemphillian-Resent,

Material.—Precoracoid-scapula, CL
416105, '

Remarks—The precoracold-scapula of
Hecent Chelydrg may be distingnished
from those of all other North American
Raecent turtle genera In that the pre-
coracold makes an angle of about 30

~degrees with the scapula and in. thal
‘the distal ends of both bones are deep-
“ly wtriated. I am unable Lo separate the

fomswil element from. those of Recent
Uhelydm serpenting, 4 species thatl lives
in a wide variaty of aguatic habltats in
the area today.

Pseudemys seripta (Schoepif).

Geologic range. — Sangamon - Recent.

Material. - Proneural, two righi, and
three left hyoplagira, one left hypoplas-
tron, CL, 418106,

Remarks. — Based on characters dis-

-engged in Holman (1963} I have assngned

the premenral bone to the gpecies P.
yoripta, The other Pseuwdemys bones are
indistingulshable from those. of Reeent
P, sripie epecimens at hand and thus
are algo assigned to this species, Pseu-
demys scripie, a form that prefers quiet
water with lotz of vegetation, has bheen
reported from Springfield, Illinols dur-
ing Recent times by Cagle (1946).

Trionyx épinifcr Le Sueur
Geologic renge—IKansan - RBecent.
Materigf,—Right hyoplastiron, loft hy-

poplastron, Cl. 416105; partial peri-
pheral, CL 416104, ) :
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wall s In sand-bottomed rivers”. Tri-
onyr muticus i3 almost exclusively
found in sand-bottomed rivers.

Discussiox
Rased on the present day distribu-

tions of species represented by the

Clear Lake fossil turtles, the climate
of the area at the time of the aceum-
ulation of the bones must not have
been mueh ecolder than it iz today.
At . present, Chelydra serpenting
ranges north to Lake Nipigon in

Ontario, and Tripnyxr spinifer ranges
to about 50 miles sonth of the Du-

lth-Superior area of Wiseonsin (Co-
nant, op. cit., maps 3 and 35). But
Pseydemys soripla oeeurs no farther
north than Northern Illincis and
Indiana, although there iz a colony
in southeastern Aichigan (Conant,
op, cit., map 24).
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