





storm of 27-29 January, 31 of the A0 miles of roadway on the FCMU were
driven in a search for frozen birds. Twenty-seven frozen pheasants
were Sighted from the readway. Thus, 5.6 percent of the population
counted from the air aone week before the freeze was confirmed dead.
Secause the portiun of the total Jand area in the 16 sections of the
FCMU that could be canvassed fron the roadway is small, it is Jogical
10 assume that more than 5.6 percent of the population may have
succumbed.

Statewide, cock call counts were gne-third fower in May 1977 than
in the previous spring. Cockeall counts during May 1877 on five areas,
which included the FCMU, in east-central counties {Champaign, Ford,
Iroquois, and Mclean} showed a decline from the previous year of 38
to 80 percent. The audio census on the FCMY indicated a decline of
69 percent in the spring populaiion whereas visual counts in May
suggested an B} percent reduction. Poor reproduction by pheasants
on the FCMU in 1976 apparently contributed to lower papulations
observed in May 1977. HNest studies conducted for 1976 indicated 14
paercent fewer hatched nests on the FCMU than in 1975, On the assumption
that the decline in numbers of broods on the FCMU in 1976 was reflected
in the spring census of 1977, the storm-related kill may have accounted
for approximately 5& (69 minus 14} to 67 (Bl minus 14} percent of the
reduction recorded in May 1977, depending on whether the audio or visual
method, respectively, is most accurate.

Storm-related mortality was apprently widespread; biologists with
the |11incis Department of Conservation observed frozen pheasants in
20 different counties located primarily in the east-central and north-
ceiitral portions of the siLate.

Forty (82%) of the 45 frozen pheasants collected had principally
corn or saybeans, or both, in their crops; 3% (80%) had substantia!l
reserves of visceral fat. Weights (Table 1) averaged 956 g for 2!
adult hens, 947 g for 17 subaduit hens, 1,345 g for 4 adult cocks, and
1,264 g for 7 subadull cocks.

Toble 1. Weights of pheasants found frozem in Ford, Mclean, and
irocuois counties after the storm of 27-29 January 1977.

Weiqgh-tt in G rams

Sex Age Numbe r Range Mean + Standard Error
Female Adult 21 BOG-1,09C 966,13 + B4. Bh
Subadult 17 763-1,100 ghh. 7 + 103.34
vale Aduly 4 1,248-1, 430 1,345,3 + 99.03
Subadult 7 1,008-1,380 1,263.7 + 130.86
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