


Dr. Thut believed that the acquiring of fresh malterial [or class
was indispensable in the teaching ol gencral botany. This conviction
prompled him to outline his philnsophy in two articles in the Plant
Science Bulletin. Here ho stated that "After many yvears ol experimentat-
lon along the lines of procedure and matevial, T have [ound that the
must meaningiul coursce was one in which Live, fresh material was abund-
ant™. To him he teaching of general betany was a way of Lile, Mor ooe
wHs constantly looking for frosh plants and new ideas. This belief in
the ase of living moterial accounted lor so mony of his students going
on into graduste school. "They simply iell in Love with plants™. Dr.
Thut was alsn Tirm in the conviction that Fileld trips for the purpnse of
looking at plants and studying their habitats were an indispensable
part of nearly every bolbany course. His own oxoursions wilh sturents,
"for Lhe juy ol sceing and discovery™, carried him as far as Che smoky
Mountains ol Tennessce and Lhe Rocky Mountsins o Coloradso.

At Fastern U1 inois Univeesity, Dr. Thut weas sctive an many commit-
tees, helping to I'sund 2 chapler of the American Assveiation of Univer-
sity Trolessors, and the EIU Facullby Senate, Ile served for many years
as chairman ol the homccoming dance and Che faculty social comnittee,
as well as Head ol" the Botany Department from 1980 tu L2902, He was
involved with the planning of the present Life Science Building and was
inslrumental in gelting sur present greenhouse, which was named Tor Bim
at the time of his retirement. He was a member of the Iliinois Siate
Aeademy of Seience, the Botanical Society ol America, the Ohio State
Aeademy of Science, the American Society of Plant Physiology, Lhe Amer-
fcan Assvciation lor the Advancement of Science, and was an emeritus
member of Sigma ¥i. ile alsp found Lime to be aclive in church and civic
affairs, and was an Inventor, having received a patent in 1913 on a
bimetallic light meter manulactured by a division of Bendix Aviation
Corporation.

Dr. Thut retired in the summer of 19069 al'ter 37 years ol teuching at
Eastern Illinois University. Aftor retireomenl he remained acl jve by teach-
ing at Redlands University in California until the spring of 197L. (m MAny
orcasions he mentioned thet "as leng ws 1 can Leach for the fun-oi-it, I
would like to continue™. At all times Dr. Thet's I'irst concorn was his
students. lle was never too busy to help aor was 4 spoocimon Lo common
to evoke intcrest from him. liis major goal was to see that his students
and friends became acquainted witin the wonderful world of plants and the
iny of the great out-of-doors.
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