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Abstract, The Hog Bluff Site, a Lewis Focus Late Wood-
land archasological site in southern Illinois, has pro-
vided the first opporrunity te study the animal remains
from a southern Illincis Late Woodland stonme fort.
Kearly a thousand remains of mammals, birds, reptiles,
and mussels representing 28 individuals reveal that the
forest surrounding the site was the principal resource
area explolted.

The significance of "stone forts" in Southern Illincis and their relation-
ship to other stone walled sites in Eastern North America is not understooed.
To gain insight into this problem, the Hog Bluff site, 2 "atonme fort" located
in Johnson Ce,, Tllinois, was excavated In the summer of 1973 by the Univer-—
sity Museum, Southern Illinois University zt Carbondale. This site was occu-
pled between AD &00 and AD 1200 during the Lewis focus of the Late Woodland
period (Brieschke 1973:20).

Previously excavated "stone forts" lack faunal data due to poor bone pre-
servation and a lack of awarenasss of its possible importance. The faunal
materials from the Hog BLuff sice are well preserved and offer an additional
means for understanding its inhabitants and their relationship to the Eastern
North American Late Woodland period.

RESULTS

The faunal material from the Hopg Blulf site is from a single unstratified
midden which contained $3% skeletal fragments. Mammals, blrds, reptiles and
mussels are represented; however, neither amphibian nor fish remains wete pra-
segut. The number of identifiable bone fragments, the minimum number of ani-
mals represented, and their percentages are given in Table 1.

Mammals

‘Remainsg of slght species of mammals occurrsed at the site, The white-tailed
deer supplied the greatest amount of meat te the Hog Bluff pecple. Yo deer
mandibles were complete enough to be aged though at least one individual was
immature as evidenced by the presence of a deciduous maxillary molar and the
incomplete fuziun of the epiphysis and diaphvsis of one ulna. Hearly all
deer skeletal elements are represented which suggests that the entire animal
was brought back to the cacp. The long bones are fragmented indicating the
extraction of marrow. Butchering and skinning marks as deiined by Guilday,et al,
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