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ABSTRACT

The first collection of the greater redhorse (Moxostoma valenciennesi Jordan)
in Nlineis since 1901 is deseribed.

The inelusion of the yreater redhorse Moxostoma valenciennesi) in the indigenous
fish fauna of Tlinois is based on the collection of onc specimen from Salt Creek
(DuPage County} in 1901 (Smith 1879). Tt has not becn reported from Illinois waters
since, and Smith (1979) considered it as long extirpated from the stales ichthyofauna,

On July 30, 1985, the author collected a single specimen {total length = 403
mm) by electrofishing in the llinois River at River Mile 249. Approximately 43
minutes of additional effort between RM 249 and 249.7 failed to yield any addi-
tional specimens. The single specimen collected was verilied by Dr. Lawrence Page
of the [llinois Natural History Survey (INHS) and it has been deposited in the INFS
museum as INHS 69169,

Although the specics oceurs in the upper Great Lakes region [rom Minnesota
castward to New York, it is considered uncommon or rare throughout much of its
range (Jenkins 1970). Although unreported since 1901 in THinois, it was colleeted
in the mid-70's from the Rock River and Turtle Creck in adjacent Rock County.
Wisconsin (Fago 1982). It apparently is more widely distributed in Wisconsin than
in any other state, but even there most records are based on only one or two speci-
mens (Becker 1983). [t is also known to occur immediately adjacent to Illinos in
Vigo County, Indiana (Whitaker and Wallace 1973). The greater redhorse is Lhe
rarest of the six redhorse species known from Illinois. Golden redhorse (Moxostoma
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