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ABSTRACT

An adult male Macroclemys temmincki (495 mm carapace length) [rom Union
Co., llinois, is the first verifiable record for the state since 1960). The specimen was
approximatelyv 28 years old, and showed relatively uniform growth through its life.
The turtle was marked “Contact [L Conservation™ with while nail polish, and
released al. the capture site.

INTRODUCTION

The alligator snapping turtle, Macroclemys temmineki, is lound in the south-
central United States from western Florida to castern Texas, north to southern Kansas
and Missouri, and extending up the Mississippi River Valley to southeastern Iowa
and northwestern Llinois {Conant, 1975). It is extremely rare in the northern part
of its range (Anderson, 1965; Minton, 1972; Smith, 1961). While it is not included
as an endangered or threatcned species in IMlinois {(Kenney, 1978; Morris and Smith,
1981}, it has been termed “rarc and restricted” in the state (Morris and P. W, Smith,
ms).

Other than an unverilied sight record for Peoria Co. (Blanchard and Princen,
1976), the last reported specimens for the state werc collecied in Union and Jackson
cos. in 1959 and 1960, respectively (Galbreath, 1961). Previous Illinois records,
including those of Galbreath (1861), are summarized by Smith (1961).
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Table 1. Mcasurements {(in mm} of an adult male Macroclemys temmincki from
Union Co., Illinois. Measurements of growth areas are listed from oldest
to voungest.

Character Measurement
Carapace Length 493
Carapace Width 381
Plastron Length 368
Preanal Tail Length 210
Dorsal Tail Length 381
Head Width 145

Growth Areas on Second Pleural

Right 5.5.3, 7, 10, 10, 10, 11, 5, 4,
3.4,3,2, 3,2 3 (X = 5.3
Left 6,5 6.7.4.4,4,5 4.4, 3,
3.4,3,4,5 4,5 4, 3.4, 6,

4,3,3.3.3, 2 (X = 4.1




