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and to publish a suitable number of the results of the investigations and research
in the field of natural science to the end that the same may be distributed to the in-

terested public.”

Dorothy E. Rose of the State Geological Survey edited Volumes 24-29,
1931-1936; Rose also prepared an index to Volumes 1-25 which was published in
1935; Grace Needham Oliver of the State Geological Survey edited Volumes
30-35, 1937-1942; Rose served a second stint as editor of Volumes 36-42,
1943-1949; Jane V. Olson, State Geological Survey, edited Volumes 43-47.
1950-1954; and Harvey 1. Fisher of Southern Illinois University edited Volumes
48-52, 1955-1959.

COMMITTEES

The Committee on Ecological Survey was chaired by Arthur G. Vestal,
University of 1llinois professor of botany, from 1930 to 1936. Part 1 of the Com-
mittee’s bibliography of the ecology of Illincis containing over 1,400 items and
partially annotated was published in the Transactions, December 1934.1 In 1936
Vestal suggested that the Committee on Ecological Survey he discharged since the
committee members had heen working as individuals and would continue to work
that way, with or without a committee on ecology. The Council voted instead to
replace the Committee on Ecological Survey by a Committee on Ecological
Bibliography since work was still progressing on Part 2 of the bibliography. For
many years Vestal continued to add references to a card file in his office but the
committee was discharged in 1953 without Part 2 having been published in the
Transactions.

A subcommittee of the Committee on Conservation was approved in 1935 to
study, protect, and preserve anthropological remains in [llinois. This subcommit-
tee was chaired by Fay-Cooper Cole, head of the anthropology department of the
University of Chicago. This subcommittee became a full-fledged committee, the
Committee on the Conservation of Archaeological and Historic Sites, in 1937.
Cole urged that a bill be introduced in the Legislature to require those who
planned to excavate any archaeological or historic site in Illinois to be licensed by
the State. In 1940 the Committee reported that a licensing law had been drawn up
but a licensing agent had not been identified. The State Museum might have been
a logical agency to supervise the licensing, but the State Museum was unable to
take on the extra work at that time.

In the 1940’s and 1950’s the Committee on Teacher Training worked on cer-
tification standards for Illinois high school science teachers. The Committee in
general advocated a stronger science background and fewer education courses for
teacher certification.

The Committee on the History of the Illinois State Academy of Science was
discharged in 1952 following publication of an article by its chairman, William
M. Bailey, on the beginning of the Academy.?

The Committee on Animal Experimentation in Research was established in
1953 at the suggestion of Academy President Wilbur W. Grimm. This Committee
actively opposed legislation supported by anti-vivisection groups.

In 1956 Milton D. Thompson, assistant director of the State Museum,
reported on errors he had discovered in science educational films used in the state.
He was appointed chairman of the committee to study educational films and for
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award was made each year starting in 1959 to the writer of the best report in the
Science Talent Search.

AAAS RESEARCH GRANTS

From 1925 to 1935, members of the Academy who were also members of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science had 50 cents of their dues to
AAAS returned to Illinois to help support the Academy. From 1935 on AAAS
restricted the use of these funds to the support of research, preferably at small in-
stitutions where researchers were not as likely to be able to attract large grants. An
Academy committee, the Committee on Research Grants, administered the pro-
gram and decided to whom the grants should be awarded. The first AAAS
research grants were awarded for 1935-36 to Arthur G, Vestal of the University of
Illinois for the completion of the ecological bibliography of Illinois and to Frank
C. Baker of the Natural History Survey for his study of land and freshwater
gastropods.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH CONFERENCE

In 1954 and 1955 the Council discussed trying to stimulate undergraduate
research by bringing together experienced and inexperienced researchers. Garrett
W. Thiessen, past president of the Academy, was appointed chairman of the State
Research Conference Committee in May, 1955, to plan such a conference. The
Undergraduate Research Conference, funded by a National Science Foundation
grant of $7,000, was held at the University of Illinois, Urbana, February 22-23,
1957, with 153 people in attendance from 39 colleges and universities. The con-
ference, called “Experiment in Experimentation”, inspired some research, but the
planned supplement to the Transactions containing the results of this research was
found to be unnecessary.

RESOLUTIONS

Some of the issues which the Academy supported in its second 25 years were
the commission plan for the Illinois Department of Conservation, the use of un-
wanted dogs and cats for medical research, construction of a State Museum
building, protection of Volo Bog, and professional training for Department of
Conservation employees. The Academy opposed the transferring of public lands
to private interests (specifically the land in Olympic National Park), the transferr-
ing of 3,000 acres of Yellowstone Park to the state of Montana, the issuance of
temporary teaching certificates, and the wasteful loss of gas from oil fields.

SUMMARY

The Academy attracted several hundred to its annual meetings during its
second 25 years. State funding for the Transactions continued after authority had
been obtained from the Legislature to include a request for printing of the
Transactions in the State Museum budget.

The second 25 years was a time of growth in the Junior Academy. The
number of exhibits at the annual meeting increased dramatically. A publication
aimed at junior academy officials was launched, and radio programs were aired,
thus providing more exposure for the Junior Academy. The Senior Academy
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began to cooperate with Science Talent Search in identifying and encouraging
prospective scientists. Near the end of the second 25 years of the Academy, Jameg
W. Neckers, in his presidential address, said in reference to the Junior Academy,
“After a number of years of work in this Academy, I have come to the conclusion
that this sponsorship in itself justifies the existence of our Senior Academy.”?
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