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ABSTRACT

The Ohio shrimp Macrobrachiwm ohione was once found commonly in the Mississippi
River bordering southern llinois. The fast known linois collection of this species was
made ncar Cairo in 1962, Two specimens taken on 16 July 1991 from the Mississippi
River, Grand Tower, Jackson Co.. Minois, represent the first known collection of M,
ohione in the upper Mississippi River basin since 1962.

"If undue pollwtion of the rivers does not arise. the present fishery for fresh-
waier shrimp will probably be maintained indefiniiely, for the present method
of trapping captures only the larger animals and leaves the smaller ones to carry
on.” Gordon Gunter 1937,

The Ohio shrimp Macrobrachium ohione (Smith) is one of several species of shrimp that
ocears in freshwater habitats of the United States. Tt is found in large rivers (rom
Alabama 1o Texas with the northern limit of its range reaching into inois and Ghio.
Populations also occur along the Atlantic Coastal Plain from Virginia to northern
Fiorida. M. ohione is the only species of the genas Macrobrachium endemic to the
United Stales and is the only member of the genus found in the Mississippi River
drainage.

Macrobrachium ohione was once found in abundance in the Mississtppi River bordering
Hlinois from St. Louis, Missouri, (0 Cairo. Because this specics reaches 4 rather large
size, with (emales attaining a total length (tip of telson o tp of rostrum} of 100 mm
{Holthuis 1952), it was commercially harvested for human consumption and as bait for
sport fishing (Forbes 1876; McCormick 1934).

Commercial fishermen from Kentucky, Missouri, and [llinois once reported collecting
this species in Jarge numbers (pers. comm. B. M. Burr). Howcever, these same fishermen
claim to have not scen or collected the Ohio shrimp since the mid 1940s. A statewide
survey of [linois decapods conducted from March 1972 o September 1982 did not reveal
any specimens of M. ohione in Illinois waters (Page 1985). The last known collection
of the species is a single specimen taken from the Mississippt River. 1.6 km south of






