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ABSTRACT

We provide records of late spring migrant and summer vagrant birds in the Hlinois Ozark
region of southern Hineis. During three vears (1989-1991) of inlensive censuses,
twenty migrant passerine specics were envountered during late May or carly June. Three
olher northern breeding passcring species were recorded in mid- and late June and are
considered sumumer vagrants.,

INTRODUCTION

Many passerine specics continue migrating through Ilinois until late May or carly June
(Bohlen 1989). Because late departure dates ol migrants are not as conspicuous as first
arrivals cach spring, the late spring migration has received lintle auention in the
literature. Indeed, without regular systematic surveys it is dillicult 1o document latest
departure records for many specics. Several songbird species thal do nol arrive in Hinois
untit mid-May have poorly defined iigration periods for the same reasons,

The comprehensive exient of our surveys in extreme southern Tiinpis (see below)
provided us with the opporiunity (0 docunent late spring migralion in {orest habitats.
Because Illinois forests are not often censused past the peak ol spring migration, we fecl
we can supply some uselul data on little known patierns of avian ase of forests during
late spring, and on the occurrence of summer vagrancy by some migrant birds that
normully breed north of [llinois,



STUDY AREA AND METHODS

We surveyed birds in foor large (800-2.000 ha) forest wacts in Union and Alexander
countics: the Dutch Creek arca (T 12 S, R 2 W, sections 32-34):; Pine Hills Hollow (T
FIS, R 3 Woseetions 22, 27, 34; and, T 12 S, R 3 W, seetion 3): Trail of Tears State
Forest (T 12 8§, R 2 W, sections 4, 3, 7-9, 16-18): and South Ripple Hollow (T 14 S, R
2W, sections 5 and 81 OQaks {Qucrcus spp.) and hickories (Canva spp.) dominate the
ridges and slopes at all four sites.  Jo the ravines. however, stugar maple (Acer
saccharumy, wlip tree ( Liriodendron mtipifera), and American beech { Fagus grandifolia)
are most common. The Putch Creek arcy includes eighl clearcuts and several maintained
wildlife openings. Some sites at Trail of Tears State Forest have been selectively logged
within the last 15 years. Pine Hiils Hollow and South Ripple Hollow are mostly
undisturbed. with the exception of a primitive campground near the south end of Pine
Hills Hollow,

Each morning trom 15 May-1 July. 1989-1991, we spent three to five hours censusing
one of more of twenly-three routes through upland forest. These roufes have lour to
thirty-ome stops. We used a standard (Hullo ¢t al. 1986) point-count census method with
stops 150 meters apart.  We spent six minutes at each stop recording distance and
direction tfrom the stop of cach bird heard or seen. Each roule was covered four limes
¢ach summier,

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Most migrant passerines have departed southern Hlinois by May 20). Specics lingering
past this datc are considered late migrants, We present here a summary of our lalesi
records Tor many ol the late migrant species that pass through the IHinois Ozarks {Table
Iy Innost cases, we include the 1wo latest encounters for each species, but 4 few
species were recorded afler May 20 in only one year. Our censuses of forest habitat
revealed record late departure dates for southern Ilinois for eleven of the twenty late
migrant species (sce Table 1), Latest deleetions of other species were near previously
published dates (Bohlen 1989: Graber et al. 1971, 1974, 1983, 1985).

Several additional sightings of migrant specics cannot clearly be classified as late spring
migrants. We consider the following (0 be summer vagrants:

Least Flycatcher { Empidonax minims)--Three different singing males were present al
three Tocalitics separated by at least one km during mid-summer 1991, Two were at Trail
of Tears State Forest in selectively logged forest (24 and 25 June). whereas another was
at Pine Hills Hollow in a disturbed section of a mesic ravine on 7 Julv. None were
encountered carlier in the summer, and breeding has not been documented in southern
Hlinois (Graber ctal. 1974). These birds may have been very early fall migrants.

Canada Warbler ( Wilsonia canadensis }--A singing male with partial necklace, possibly a
subadult, was at Trail of Tears in selectively logged forest on 22 June 1991, This
individual was probably a late spring migrant, but the latest departure date for southern
[Hinois previously reported was 12 June (Graber et al. 1983).

Rose-breasted Grosheak ( Pheucticus tudovicianus)--A singing male was recorded in
undisturbed forest at Trail of Tears rom 1-14 June 1991. Breeding has only recently



been confirmed in extreme southern Tlinots, bot there arc as yet no nesting records for
the Iinois Ozark region (Robinson 1991).

Evening Grosbeak { Coccothraustes vespertinus)--A ying bird was heard and scen during
a censnus of an uptand ridge at Dutch Creck on 14 June 1991, To our knowledge, this is
one of only three June records for the state (Bohlen 1989),

The results from our censusces help define more (ully the migration periods for late
migrant specics passing through southern Mineis. Daily censuses throughout May and
carly June are necessary to document the entire migration period for cach passcrine
species migrating through Hlinois. Regular surveys not only provide important natural
history infermation about migration periods, but can also record summer vagrancy
paticrns, a topic about which liftle is known. Summer vagrancy may be an indicator of
potengial for the establishment of future breeding populations,
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