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ABSTRACT

Three bluc marlins, Makaira nigricans, collected from coastal waters of southwestern
Puerto Rico in the vicinity of La Parguera, and onc collected from Desecheo 1sland, were
infected with a capsalid monogencan identitied as Tristomella laevis. Onc white marlin,
Tetraprurus albidus. collected off La Parguera, was also infected with this parasite. This
constitules the first report of this monogencan in Puerto Rico. This report and previous
records suggest that Tristomelia laevis is a more common monogenean of marling than
previously thought.

While major contributions to our knowledge of the digencans of marine fish of Pucrto
Rico stem from the carly studies of Cable (1954 ab, 1956 a,b). Le Zoue (1954), Siddigi
and Cable (1960), and more recently, Dyee et al. (1985, 1986), little is known
concerning the monogencans of marine fish of (hat region. The present report is
concerned with a capsalid monogenean found on the blue marlin, Makaira nigricans
Lacepéde, 1803, and the white marlin, Terrgpiurus albidus Pocy, 1860, of the family
Istiophoridse. Both species are distributed throughout the tropical and subtropical waters
of the Adantic Occan. The blue marlin strayvs northward at least to the Gulf of Maine,
and is densely distributed throughtout the Gull of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea, and
throughout the Brazilian Current, while the white marlin strays northward to Nova
Scotia and is denscly distributed oft Florida throughout the Caribbean Sea. and along the
Brazilian coast to Argentina. Both species are of commercial value and provide excellent
food. They are caught mainly with longlines (commercial fishing boats) and by trolling
(sportstishermen) (Fischer 1978).
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