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and appearcd 10 be root sprouts [rom the extensive horizontal root systems of larger
individuals. When the colony was examined in the fall of 1989, one fruiting specimen
{Ebinger #25161, EILy was obscrved, while in the fall of 1990 no fruits were found.

The overstory at this site was a poor qualily, sccond growth forest dominated by
Fraxiaus pennsvivanica Marsh. (green ashy, dcer saccharum Marsh. (sugar maple),
Quercus prinpides Willd. var. gcumminata (Michx.) Gl (yellow chestnut ouk) and Q. rubra
L. {red cak). These mesic specics are tvpical of closed to partially open canopicd lorests
of the hilly arcas of west-central linois.  The csuimaled canopy cover above the
strawberry shrub population was approximately 85%:.

The exient of the wondy understory in the area (less than 10 cm dbh} was determined
using ten /1000 ha circular plots located along a line transect through the strawberry
shrub population. The dominant species observed was Calveanthus floridus, with more
than 11,300 stems/ha. Other common components inctuded Asiming triloba (L.) Dunal
{4,500 stems/ha), and Lindera benzoin (L. Blume (1,000 stems/ha), Species that were
oceasionalty encountered in the plots included Acer sqecharum Marsh., Euonymus
atropurpurea lacy., Hydrungea arborescens L. and Cornus florida L. Most of these
uaderstory woody species were less than 3 m all and rarely exceeded 3 cm dbh.

Calveanthus flovidus appears to he well established at this one site in Pere Marquette
State Park, bul attempts to locate it al similar sites in and around the park have failed.
Also. no cultivated individuals of this species were cncountered anywhere in the
surrounding area. H is possible that this species had been planied around the lodge or
other huildings in the park, but these specimens bave died out or have been removed in
Tecent YCars,

Presently alien taxa make up more than 209 of the vascular tlora of Hlinois (Henry and
Scott, 1980). Many are not problem specics, rarcly ocenrring in natural communities. A
few, however, have become major plant pests (Ebinger, 1983). Calvcanthus floridus has
the potential of belonging to this latter group. It grows well in open mesic lorests, and
onge established, probably can increase by root suckers. Furthermorg, it produces flowers
and sets fruits under shaded conditions, and it can tolerate the winters throughout most of
tlinois (Flint, 1983).
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