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ABSTRACT

Of eight yellowtait damselfish, Microspathoedon chrysurus, (Cuvier and
Valenciennes, 1830), collected from coastal waters of southwestern Puerto Rico,
two from the vicinity of Enrique Reef, off La Parguera were infected with a
haplosplanchnid digenean conspecific with Schikhobalotrema pomacentri
(Manter, 1937) Skrjabin and Guschanskaja, 1955. This is the first report of this
parasite in the northeastern Caribbean. This report and previous records
suggest that S. pomacentri is a common digenean of damselfishes throughout
the greater Caribbean region.

INTRODUCTION

While major contributions to our knowledge of the digeneans of marine fishes of
Puerto Rico stem from the early studies of Cable {(1954a,b,1956a,b), LeZotte
(1954), Siddigi and Cable(1960) and more recently Dyer et al. (1985,1986), our
knowledge of these parasites in pomacentrid fish from this region is sparce. The
present report is concerned with a digenean found in the yellowtail damselfish,
Microspathodon chrysurus {Cuvier and Valenciennes), a pomacentrid fish of
shallow water occurring either in coral heads with extensive caves, or in areas of
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