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ABSTRACT

Ochetosomatid digeneans removed from the oral cavity of Nerodia cyclopion
captured in Union County, Hlinois were identified as Ochetosoma aniarum. This
represents the first report of this parasite in snakes from lllinois.

INTROCDUCTICN

Few references are available on the helminths of snakes in lllinois and especially
so on the green water snake, Nerodia cyclopion (Duméril, Bibron and Dumeril,
1854). In conjunction with an ecological study on the status, distribution, and
habitat of N. cyclopion in lllinois conducted during the summer of 1989 under the
direction of Dr. Ronald A. Brandon, Department of Zoology, Southern lllinois
University at Carbondale, an opportunity became available to examine digeneans
iocated in the oral cavity of these animals.

In Ikinois, the green water snake (Neradia cyclopion} is known only from the
extreme southwestern counties of Union and Alexander {Smith, 1861), localities
that represent the northernmost edge of the species' geographical range. For
that reason, it is listed as a threatened species in lllinois (lllinois Endangered
Species Protection Board, 19839). From southern llinois, the range of A.
cyclopion extends southward along the Mississippi River valley encompassing
the extreme southeastern bootheel of Missouri, extreme southwestern
Kentucky (R. Cicerello and J. Mac Gregor, pers. comm), extreme northwestern
Tennessee, castern to south central Arkansas, western Mississippi (T. L.
Vandeventer and R. A. Young, pers. comm.), and through Louisiana to the
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standardized and because some specimens have been described from live
material and other from fixed material. Qur identifications were based on the
criteria used by Brooks (1979) in differentiating specimens of Ochetosoma,
namely: the vitelline configuration, the sucker ratio, the location of the genital
pore, the posterior extent of the cirrus sac, and the amount of glandulatiom inside
the cirrus sac.

Cchetosoma aniarum has been reported previously by Yamaguti (1971) from the
mouth, esophagus or lungs of several snake hosts including Nerodia sipedon (as
Natrix sipedon) Nerodia fasciaia {(as Natrix sipedon fasciata), Nerodia fasciata
confluens, Nerodia rhombifer (as Natrix rhombifera), Nerodia cyclopion (one
record as Natrix cyclopion), Nerodia erythrogaster {one record as Natrix
erythrogaster), Coluber constrictor, Heterodon platirhinos (as Heterodon
contortrix), Agkistrodon piscivorus leucosfoma, Lampropeltis getulus floridana,
and L. g. holbrookj. The present repent represent the first finding of Q. aniarumin
the mouth of a snake from lllinois.
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