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ABSTRACT

Of eighty-five Ambystoma sp. collected from Laguna Atexcac, Lagnna Que-
cholac, and Laguna de la Mina Preciosa, Puchla, Mexico, three from Laguna
Quecholac were infected with Hedruris siredonis Baird, 1858,

INTRODUCTION

Hedruris Nitzsch, 1821, the only genus of the habronematid family Hedruri-
dae, comprises 24 nominal species distributed throughout the world in frogs,
salamanders, freshwater turtles, lizards, and freshwater and marine fish (Baker,
1982). In a comparative morphological study of the tive Hedruris described from
North America, Baker (1986) concluded that the only valid two species are H.
pendula (Leidy, 1851) Chandler, 1919 parasitic mainly in freshwater turtles of
castern North America and H. siredonis Baird, 1858 reported only from salaman-
ders {Ambystomatidae, Salamandridae, Plethodontidae) throughout North Amer-
ica. Thus, Hedruris tiara Van Cleave and Mueller, 1932 was synonymized with H.
pendula, whereas H. brevis Walton, 1930 and H. chandleri Freitas and Lent, 1941
were synonymized with H. siredonis. In a later report, Muzzall and Baker (1987)
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Of eighty-five Ambystomu sp. collected from Laguna Quecholac, Taguna
Atexcac and Laguna de la Mina Preciosa, three from Laguna Quecholac were
infected with I, siredonis. Measurements of two males and tive females {rom two
A.sp.arcas follows. Male: totallength 10.9-11.7 mm; esophagus 1310-1400 yin long,
nerve ring 225-240 um, deirids 182-220 um and excretory pore 280-300 g from
anterior extremity; spicules 180 um long; tail 460 um long. Female: total length
12.9-15.4 mrn; esophagus 1520-1542 gm long: nerve ring 252-260 g, deirids 250-265
g and excretory pore 345-347 un from anterior extremity; vulva 500-342 gm from
anus; cggs 55-60 um long and 34-38 um wide. Embryonated eges with fully
developed larvae bear opposite peripheral swellings which are circular when
viewed on end. Representative specimens are deposited in the USNM Helm. Coll.,
No. 804056,
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