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ABSTRACT

Sighting dates for birds in western Tllinois were accumulated over a {ifteen vear
period, from 1969 to 1983. The median dates for spring and fall arrival, and {or spring
and full departure, were calceulated for cach migralory species. These four median
dates, plus the earliest and latest arrival and departure dates, are shown for each
specics.

INTRODUCTION

The timing of bird migration has long been a subject of study, but most of the
literature seems to be deveted primarily to spring migration. The purpose of this paper
is to summmarize the timing of spring and fall bird migration in west central Illinois.

Several thorough reports of species migration schedules have heen published: Jones
(1914} for northern Ohio, Smith (1930} for eastern Hlinois, Saunders (1959) for Con-
necticut, Weydemeyer {1973) for northwest Montana, and Adums (1979) for south-
ern Michigan. The laller three studies calculated average dates, while the first two,
and the present study, caleulated median dates.

We used medians, rather than means, in this study because median dates are
less likely to be skewed by one or two aberrant dates,

STUDY AREA

The area used for Lhis stizdy was selected so as to be compatible with the spring
and fall migration reports from the Hlinois Department of Conservation {Kleen,
1974-1983). From spring, 1974, through fall, 1980, Illinois Bird Migration districts
4, 5, and 8 were used, which included the counties of Adams, Brown, Bureau, Cass,
Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Henry, Knox, Marshall, Mason, McDonough, Menard,
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In this case. seven dates are used, so the median is the fourth in scasonal rank.

For a set of data which has an even number of dates, the median is determined
by finding the middle date between the middle-most two dates. For example, if there
were 8 dates used, and the fourth and fifth were April 6 and April 12, April § would
be the median date,

But if there were an even number of days between the middle-most two dates,
such as, if the middle-most dates were April § and 13, the earliest of the two central
dates was used for the median arrival date {April 9 in this example} and the latter
of the two central dates was used tor the median departure date (April 10 in this
example).

RESULTS

The migration schedule for each species in west central Illinois is presented in
Table 1. We have shown the earliest, median, and latest date [or each species’ spring
arrival, spring departure, fall arrival, and fall departure insolar as applicable to the
species. The carliest and latest dates are included to show the range of dates in which
each specics might be expected to arrive or depart. while the median date is the best
indication of the most likely date.

In Table 1. dates are indicated using numbers for the month and dav. separated
by a slash, such that a date of 3/5 indicates March fifth, The letters “ID” {insufticient
data) were used in the dates columns to indicate the lack of recorded dates. The let-
ters “S” {summer) and “W” {winter) are used in these colummns where transient spe-
cies stay during the summer and winter.

Based partly on the reported migration dates, and partly on the maps and texts
in field guides by Robbins, et al. {1983}, Peterson (1980}, and Farrand (1983}, each
species was given onc or more status codes to provide a deseriptive statement of its
oceurrence in west central Illinvis. In many cases, the status was difficult to assign,
and is therefore debatable and is not meant to be precise,

Status "P" (permanent) indicates the hirds live in the area all yvear. Some species
are found in the area all vear long, but the population migrates with the scasons or
weather; these species are designated “PM”. These two status codes are also used in
the dale columns when there are no obvious migratory periods,

Transicnt species (status 1™} show a distinet migratory period. Some few
individuals of hiannual transient species muy stay in the study area during a scason
while the majority of the species moves on. These species are designated by cither
“IS” {individuals may summer) or “TW” (individuals may winter).

Status “U” indicates species which are uncommon, and status “Ir” indicates irregu-
lur migrants that do not occur in the study area every year.

The common namecs, scientific names. and the sequence of species in Table 1
follow the latest A.O.U. checklist {American Ornithologists” Union, 1983).

We found that there is much more information on spring migration than on fall
migration, as shown by the sample sizes (in parentheses) in Table 1. Thus, for many
species listed, the fall data are less reliuble than the spring data.
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KEY TO THE SYMBOLS USED IN TABLE 1.

ID  Insufficient data

Ir Irregular: not present eVCTY year

IS Some individuals may summer

IW  Some individuals may winter

I’ Permanent resident

PM  Species present all year, but the local population migrates with the season
or weather

S The species summers in the area

T Transient species; shows a distinct migratory period

U Uncommon to extremely uncommon in the area

W The spevies winters in the area

{ ) Sample size: number of years' data available for calculating median

2/4 Month and day (February 4 in this example)
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